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Most of you will have seen the last issue Most of you will have seen the last issue 
of our magazine and some may even have of our magazine and some may even have 
read my message in it. That, I suppose, read my message in it. That, I suppose, 
was my manifesto and there is no need to was my manifesto and there is no need to 
repeat it. But I am now working with the repeat it. But I am now working with the 
Chairman and the Executive Committee Chairman and the Executive Committee 
of CoScan on its implications. There are of CoScan on its implications. There are 
two we thought I might flag up here.  two we thought I might flag up here.  

First, our AGM has for years been First, our AGM has for years been 
held during a visit to a particular city with held during a visit to a particular city with 
a Nordic past of some kind.  This year, a Nordic past of some kind.  This year, 
it was Hull and attendees loved it. So at it was Hull and attendees loved it. So at 
that AGM there was discussion of where that AGM there was discussion of where 
a next visit might go in 2025? Dublin? a next visit might go in 2025? Dublin? 
Gothenburg? Your Committee thought Gothenburg? Your Committee thought 
the latter. But there was a sense too that the latter. But there was a sense too that 
it was time to de-link that visit from the it was time to de-link that visit from the 
AGM because we need more attendance AGM because we need more attendance 
from member organisations at the latter.  from member organisations at the latter.  
We hope that an online AGM will allow We hope that an online AGM will allow 
all to be there. Equally, those of the all to be there. Equally, those of the 
Committee who enjoy the city visits were Committee who enjoy the city visits were 
happy to admit that these would be even happy to admit that these would be even 
better for them if ‘work’ did not get in better for them if ‘work’ did not get in 
the way. So, it’s both next Spring but at the way. So, it’s both next Spring but at 
slightly different times (see next page).  slightly different times (see next page).  

Second, we have increased our Second, we have increased our 
membership fees. I still think that they membership fees. I still think that they 

Message from the President
Nick Archer 

are very modest by today’s standards, are very modest by today’s standards, 
but if you are wondering why, given that but if you are wondering why, given that 
CoScan costs nothing to run and that our CoScan costs nothing to run and that our 
Chair has once again offered to sponsor Chair has once again offered to sponsor 
an autumn reception for all members, this an autumn reception for all members, this 
is why…is why…

Our impact is achieved through our Our impact is achieved through our 
convening power, about which I wrote convening power, about which I wrote 
last time, and our travel grants, about last time, and our travel grants, about 
which I did not. The latter help to get which I did not. The latter help to get 
young Britons out to the Nordic countries young Britons out to the Nordic countries 
year after year, and so to sustain the small year after year, and so to sustain the small 
community in this country of people who community in this country of people who 
know and understand and even love know and understand and even love 
Scandinavia. Along the way they generate Scandinavia. Along the way they generate 
material for our magazine and enhance material for our magazine and enhance 
our profile. But the awards are becoming our profile. But the awards are becoming 
too modest to make the difference they’re too modest to make the difference they’re 
meant to make between the aspiration of meant to make between the aspiration of 
a working or study visit and the reality a working or study visit and the reality 
of being able to afford one.  We want to of being able to afford one.  We want to 
be able to give away a little more to the be able to give away a little more to the 
award recipients. And we believe that award recipients. And we believe that 
we have our members with us on this—we have our members with us on this—
as well as on ensuring that our Nordic as well as on ensuring that our Nordic 
personality award and ability to bring our personality award and ability to bring our 
members together are not compromised members together are not compromised 
by operating on an unnecessarily short by operating on an unnecessarily short 
shoe-string.  As it were!shoe-string.  As it were!

This is about incremental change; if This is about incremental change; if 
you are not growing you are shrinking you are not growing you are shrinking 
and we have no intention of doing that! and we have no intention of doing that! 
Finally, on growing, we have a dedicated Finally, on growing, we have a dedicated 
and currently stable committee.  But we and currently stable committee.  But we 
need now to be talent-spotting potential need now to be talent-spotting potential 
future members. Good organisations future members. Good organisations 
think about succession planning and think about succession planning and 
we have some big boots to fill over we have some big boots to fill over 
the coming few years. If you would be the coming few years. If you would be 
interested in helping run CoScan in the interested in helping run CoScan in the 
future, do let me know.  future, do let me know.  
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Keeping the AGM online should allow for participation from our member 
societies regardless of their location. An engaging speaker will be secured  to 
enhance the appeal of the meeting.

AGM online 26 March 2025

 

Currently there are no firm arrangements, but the stay will commence on Friday 9 
May and end on Sunday 11 May. It will include a dinner on the Saturday evening 
and the opportunity to join at least two tours. There is also the possibility to 
coordinate with the Anglo Swedish Society of Gothenburg (affiliated to CoScan).

Costs can only be estimated at this stage. Currently, we assess the price at £330 
for singles and £480 for doubles. These figures include the Saturday night dinner 
and the tours, though they may be subject to revision closer to the date. If you’d 
like to extend your stay, additional nights can be booked—please add these when 
confirming your reservation.

If you’re interested, please respond without delay. Send your response to 
our Secretary (Michael Davis: secretary@coscan.org.uk), and copy the Event 
Organiser (wendy.howell@coscan.org.uk).

M
em
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of C
oScan are invited to meet up in Gothenburg  in the spring next year! M

em
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rs 
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oScan are invited to meet up in Gothenburg  in the spring next year! 
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Editor’s note

As always, it is a pleasure to report on As always, it is a pleasure to report on 
the activities within CoScan and our the activities within CoScan and our 
member organisations. I hope you find member organisations. I hope you find 
joy in reading about them too. The recent joy in reading about them too. The recent 
Networking Event highlights the wealth Networking Event highlights the wealth 
of activity across various societies. We of activity across various societies. We 
cannot capture everything, but we warmly cannot capture everything, but we warmly 
welcome contributions from members, welcome contributions from members, 
giving you an excellent opportunity to giving you an excellent opportunity to 
spread the word about your activities.spread the word about your activities.

In the Language & Culture section, In the Language & Culture section, 
we delve into the life of polymath Piet we delve into the life of polymath Piet 
Hein, explore Victorian London, show an Hein, explore Victorian London, show an 
illustrator’s artistry, and share a book list.illustrator’s artistry, and share a book list.

Piet Hein, known for his Piet Hein, known for his gruks, gruks, has has 
long fascinated me. Being part of the long fascinated me. Being part of the 
Resistance during WWII, he appeared to Resistance during WWII, he appeared to 
embody high ethical standards. However, embody high ethical standards. However, 
our contributor Steen Andersen offers our contributor Steen Andersen offers 
new insights, painting a more nuanced new insights, painting a more nuanced 
and occasionally troubling portrait of and occasionally troubling portrait of 
the man. Yet his the man. Yet his gruksgruks live with me,  live with me, 
particularly the statement ‘T.T.T.’ which particularly the statement ‘T.T.T.’ which 
in full reads Things Take Time. Indeed, in full reads Things Take Time. Indeed, 
they do!they do!

Eva Robards

We then continue to 1890s London, We then continue to 1890s London, 
seen through the eyes of a Swedish seen through the eyes of a Swedish 
tourist. We imagine the sights and sounds tourist. We imagine the sights and sounds 
of  Victorian London, a city teetering on of  Victorian London, a city teetering on 
the verge of modernity.the verge of modernity.

Illustration takes centre stage Illustration takes centre stage 
in another feature: the art of visual in another feature: the art of visual 
storytelling in children’s books.storytelling in children’s books.

It is good to have a piece related It is good to have a piece related 
to art—we should have more. While to art—we should have more. While 
we’d love to cover film, music, design, we’d love to cover film, music, design, 
photography, and more, our resources photography, and more, our resources 
are limited. For those looking to stay are limited. For those looking to stay 
updated on the latest cultural events, updated on the latest cultural events, 
we recommend subscribing to the we recommend subscribing to the 
newsletters provided by the embassies in newsletters provided by the embassies in 
London, which offer extensive coverage London, which offer extensive coverage 
of current happenings.of current happenings.

Yet again we have inspiring reports Yet again we have inspiring reports 
from our travel awardees, whose from our travel awardees, whose 
deep affection for their Scandinavian deep affection for their Scandinavian 
destinations most likely will stay with destinations most likely will stay with 
them in their future lives.them in their future lives.

Lastly I wish you all a  joyous holiday Lastly I wish you all a  joyous holiday 
season!season!
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CoScan’s Networking Event 2024
by Eva Robards

Representatives of organisations with Representatives of organisations with 
a Nordic connection enjoyed drinks a Nordic connection enjoyed drinks 
and networking in an elegant setting and networking in an elegant setting 
and cordial ambience at Buck’s Club in and cordial ambience at Buck’s Club in 
London on 13 November. Huge gratitude London on 13 November. Huge gratitude 
goes to our Chairman Alexander goes to our Chairman Alexander 
Malmaeus for graciously hosting and Malmaeus for graciously hosting and 
proficiently moderating the event once proficiently moderating the event once 
again.again.

The presentations began with our The presentations began with our 
President Nick Archer who said that at last President Nick Archer who said that at last 
year’s event, his first real experience of year’s event, his first real experience of 
CoScan, he had been highly fascinated by CoScan, he had been highly fascinated by 
the diverse range of interesting activities the diverse range of interesting activities 
within the different organisations. He within the different organisations. He 
emphasised the importance of CoScan emphasised the importance of CoScan 
as a forum where individuals can as a forum where individuals can 
come together and compare notes and come together and compare notes and 
highlighted our potential to influence highlighted our potential to influence 
British society positively by showcasing British society positively by showcasing 
the good things happening in the Nordic the good things happening in the Nordic 
countries.countries.

The committee members continued The committee members continued 
with their presentations: Manja Rønne with their presentations: Manja Rønne 
on finance and membership, Wendy on finance and membership, Wendy 
Howell on the trip to Gothenburg, Howell on the trip to Gothenburg, 
Bridget Morris on the Nordic Person of Bridget Morris on the Nordic Person of 
the Year Award, and Eva Robards on the the Year Award, and Eva Robards on the 
CoScan Magazine. This was followed CoScan Magazine. This was followed 
by contributions from both affiliated and by contributions from both affiliated and 
unaffiliated member organisations. We unaffiliated member organisations. We 
also had the pleasure of listening to the also had the pleasure of listening to the 
Counsellor for Press and Culture from Counsellor for Press and Culture from 
the Embassy of Finland, Markus Hippi.the Embassy of Finland, Markus Hippi.

Affiliated organisations present were Affiliated organisations present were 
the Anglo-Finnish Society (Paulus the Anglo-Finnish Society (Paulus 
Thomson and Hannele Weir), Anglo-Thomson and Hannele Weir), Anglo-
Norse Society (Chairman Paul Gobey; he Norse Society (Chairman Paul Gobey; he 
also covered for the Norwegian Church also covered for the Norwegian Church 
in London), Anglo-Swedish Society in in London), Anglo-Swedish Society in 
London (David Goldsmith and Alexander London (David Goldsmith and Alexander 
Malmaeus), Anglo-Swedish Society Malmaeus), Anglo-Swedish Society 
of Gothenburg (Sharon Abrahamson), of Gothenburg (Sharon Abrahamson), 
Bärsärkar & Vikingar (Swedish BV Bärsärkar & Vikingar (Swedish BV 
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Society; Christian Kaberg), Danske Society; Christian Kaberg), Danske 
kvinder i England (Danish Women’s kvinder i England (Danish Women’s 
Association;  Grethe Hauge and Alette Association;  Grethe Hauge and Alette 
Rye Scales), Grieg SocietyRye Scales), Grieg Society in the UK  in the UK 
(Chris and Wendy Howell), Northants (Chris and Wendy Howell), Northants 
Anglo-Scandinavian Society (Jens Anglo-Scandinavian Society (Jens 
Buus  and Manja Rønne), Norske Klub Buus  and Manja Rønne), Norske Klub 
(Norwegian Club; Christian  Hvamstad (Norwegian Club; Christian  Hvamstad 
and Jonas Rutschmann), Scottish Society and Jonas Rutschmann), Scottish Society 
for Northern Studies (Peter Randall), for Northern Studies (Peter Randall), 
SELTA (Swedish-English Literary SELTA (Swedish-English Literary 

Translators’ Association; Frank Perry), Translators’ Association; Frank Perry), 
Swedish Church in London (Kerstin Swedish Church in London (Kerstin 
Garplid, Magdalena Sjöholm and Garplid, Magdalena Sjöholm and 
Håkan Wilhelmsson), Viking Society Håkan Wilhelmsson), Viking Society 
for Northern Research (Haki Antonsson for Northern Research (Haki Antonsson 
and Lucy Keens), and York Anglo-and Lucy Keens), and York Anglo-
Scandinavian Society (YASS; Eva Scandinavian Society (YASS; Eva 
Robards).Robards).

The The unaffiliated organisunaffiliated organisations were ations were 
London Nordic Choir, London Swedes, London Nordic Choir, London Swedes, 
NORA, and Sibelius Society UK. NORA, and Sibelius Society UK. 

by Bridget Morris, Co-ordinator of the Award

Cat Jarman receives the Nordic Person of the Year 
Award 

CoScan’s President Nick Archer presented the award to Cat Jarman in the presence of Ambassador CoScan’s President Nick Archer presented the award to Cat Jarman in the presence of Ambassador 
Tore Hattram.              	Tore Hattram.              	

As we announced with pleasure in our As we announced with pleasure in our 
last issue, the 2024 award was made to last issue, the 2024 award was made to 
the bio-archaeologist Dr Cat Jarman in the bio-archaeologist Dr Cat Jarman in 
recognition of her contribution to Viking recognition of her contribution to Viking 
Studies, not only through her highly Studies, not only through her highly 

accessible yet groundbreaking research, accessible yet groundbreaking research, 
her numerous acclaimed publications, her numerous acclaimed publications, 
but also her work in public engagement. but also her work in public engagement. 
If you don’t know it already, look out for If you don’t know it already, look out for 
her entertaining podcast, with Richard her entertaining podcast, with Richard 
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Judith Jesch, Clare Downham, Tom Booth, Cat Jarman, and Jane Kersha

Coles and Charles Spencer, called Coles and Charles Spencer, called The The 
Rabbit Hole DetectivesRabbit Hole Detectives!   !   

Dr Jarman uses forensic techniques Dr Jarman uses forensic techniques 
like isotope analysis, carbon dating, like isotope analysis, carbon dating, 
and DNA analysis on human remains to and DNA analysis on human remains to 
untangle the experiences of past people untangle the experiences of past people 
from broader historical narratives. She from broader historical narratives. She 
is the editor of the is the editor of the British ArchaeologyBritish Archaeology  
magazine and contributes to numerous magazine and contributes to numerous 
television documentaries as a presenter, television documentaries as a presenter, 
on-screen expert, and historical on-screen expert, and historical 
consultant. She is also the author of two consultant. She is also the author of two 
books, books, Sunday TimesSunday Times bestseller bestseller River  River 
Kings: A New History of the Vikings from Kings: A New History of the Vikings from 
Scandinavia to the Silk RoadsScandinavia to the Silk Roads, which , which 
was was The TimesThe Times History Book of the Year  History Book of the Year 
for 2021, and most recently for 2021, and most recently The Bone The Bone 
Chests: Unlocking the Secrets of the Chests: Unlocking the Secrets of the 
Anglo-SaxonsAnglo-Saxons, a , a Times Times and and Sunday TimesSunday Times  
Book of the Week. Book of the Week. 

The Award presentation took place The Award presentation took place 
on 28 May at the Residence of the on 28 May at the Residence of the 
Ambassador of Norway, His Excellency Ambassador of Norway, His Excellency 
Tore Hattrem, and was co-hosted by Tore Hattrem, and was co-hosted by 
ourselves with the Norwegian Chamber ourselves with the Norwegian Chamber 
of Commerce.  of Commerce.  

Although during the Covid years there Although during the Covid years there 
was a hiatus in the opportunities for the was a hiatus in the opportunities for the 
award presentation, we were delighted award presentation, we were delighted 
this year to have returned to a format this year to have returned to a format 
where the event is attended by members where the event is attended by members 
in person, and where we’re able to spread in person, and where we’re able to spread 
the word about CoScan to a cross-section the word about CoScan to a cross-section 
of audiences. CoScan this time was of audiences. CoScan this time was 
especially well represented by several especially well represented by several 
of its member organisations including of its member organisations including 
SELTA, the Anglo-Norse Society, and the SELTA, the Anglo-Norse Society, and the 
Viking Society for Northern Research. Viking Society for Northern Research. 
A unique combination of sixty guests A unique combination of sixty guests 
from the world of diplomacy, education from the world of diplomacy, education 
and business were brought together with and business were brought together with 
some of the leading scholars in the field some of the leading scholars in the field 
of archaeology and Viking Studies.of archaeology and Viking Studies.

Dr Jarman chaired a fascinating Dr Jarman chaired a fascinating 
afternoon of presentations involving four afternoon of presentations involving four 
UK-based academics (Professor Judith UK-based academics (Professor Judith 
Jesch, Dr Jane Kershaw, Professor Clare Jesch, Dr Jane Kershaw, Professor Clare 
Downham, and Dr Tom Booth), exploring Downham, and Dr Tom Booth), exploring 
some new directions and scientific some new directions and scientific 
methodologies in Viking Studies.methodologies in Viking Studies.

Presenting the award at the end of the Presenting the award at the end of the 
seminar, our President Nick Archer spoke seminar, our President Nick Archer spoke 
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At the event, Cat Jarman was also made an At the event, Cat Jarman was also made an 
Honorary Member of the Anglo-Norse Society by Honorary Member of the Anglo-Norse Society by 
its Chairman, Paul Gobey.its Chairman, Paul Gobey.

of Cat Jarman’s impressive scholarship, of Cat Jarman’s impressive scholarship, 
enthusiasm and communication skills enthusiasm and communication skills 
that have served to keep Viking Studies that have served to keep Viking Studies 
at the forefront of Anglo-Scandinavian at the forefront of Anglo-Scandinavian 
interest in the UK and made her such an interest in the UK and made her such an 
obvious candidate for the award in 2024.obvious candidate for the award in 2024.

Speaking of the award Cat Jarman Speaking of the award Cat Jarman 
said: said: 

‘I’m honoured and very grateful to ‘I’m honoured and very grateful to 
CoScan for giving me this award. I’ve CoScan for giving me this award. I’ve 
long been passionate about sharing my long been passionate about sharing my 
love for archaeology and the Viking love for archaeology and the Viking 
Age. This recognition demonstrates Age. This recognition demonstrates 

the enduring and widespread interest in the enduring and widespread interest in 
understanding the intricate relationship understanding the intricate relationship 
between Britain and the Nordic countries, between Britain and the Nordic countries, 
which dates back almost two millennia!’which dates back almost two millennia!’

Conversations over the drinks and Conversations over the drinks and 
canapés were vibrant indeed, and many canapés were vibrant indeed, and many 
new contacts were formed. A big thank new contacts were formed. A big thank 
you is owed to all those involved, and you is owed to all those involved, and 
especially the Embassy of Norway for especially the Embassy of Norway for 
hosting the event.hosting the event.

Den Norske Klub (Den Norske Klub (The Norwegian Club)The Norwegian Club)
by Alexander Malmaeus  

DNK is an important meeting place for the DNK is an important meeting place for the 
Norwegian community in London.  Located Norwegian community in London.  Located 
within the In & Out Club, it sits at the heart of within the In & Out Club, it sits at the heart of 
London’s clubland.London’s clubland.

Nestled within the refined elegance Nestled within the refined elegance 
of London’s St. James’s Square, Den of London’s St. James’s Square, Den 
Norske Klub (DNK), or The Norwegian Norske Klub (DNK), or The Norwegian 
Club, has found a perfect home at the Club, has found a perfect home at the 
renowned Naval and Military Club, renowned Naval and Military Club, 
famously known as the In & Out. This famously known as the In & Out. This 
grand establishment, steeped in history, grand establishment, steeped in history, 
offers an exclusive retreat for Norwegians offers an exclusive retreat for Norwegians 
in London, where tradition meets an in London, where tradition meets an 
invitingly modern twist on a members-invitingly modern twist on a members-
only club experience.only club experience.

The 150 members of Den Norske Klub The 150 members of Den Norske Klub 
enjoy full membership privileges of the In enjoy full membership privileges of the In 
& Out. This includes access to the club’s & Out. This includes access to the club’s 
many elegant rooms, luxurious overnight many elegant rooms, luxurious overnight 
accomaccommodation, a well-equipped gym, a modation, a well-equipped gym, a 
swimming pool and a peaceful courtyard swimming pool and a peaceful courtyard 
that feels worlds awthat feels worlds away from the bustling ay from the bustling 
heart of London. The King Harald V heart of London. The King Harald V 
Room is among the club’s proudest Room is among the club’s proudest 

features for Norwegian members. This features for Norwegian members. This 
dedicated space reflects Norway’s rich dedicated space reflects Norway’s rich 
heritage and offers a cultural hub for its heritage and offers a cultural hub for its 
expatriate community in London.expatriate community in London.
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One story of the club’s foundation is One story of the club’s foundation is 
that a group of young Norwegians were that a group of young Norwegians were 
out celebrating their national day in a out celebrating their national day in a 
bar in 1887. When closing time came bar in 1887. When closing time came 
around, they were told they had to leave around, they were told they had to leave 
unless they were representing a private unless they were representing a private 
club. Someone promptly declared that club. Someone promptly declared that 
they were, in fact, the Norwegian Club they were, in fact, the Norwegian Club 
in London. The club occupied Norway in London. The club occupied Norway 
House near Trafalgar Square from 1924. House near Trafalgar Square from 1924. 
The connection between Den Norske The connection between Den Norske 
Klub and the In & Out emerged in 2000, Klub and the In & Out emerged in 2000, 
following the sale of Norway House. following the sale of Norway House. 
The In & Out, with its military and naval The In & Out, with its military and naval 
history, seemed a natural fit for Norway’s history, seemed a natural fit for Norway’s 
distinguished community, reflecting both distinguished community, reflecting both 

their affinity for maritime legacy and their affinity for maritime legacy and 
a deep respect for British-Norwegian a deep respect for British-Norwegian 
camaraderie.camaraderie.

Today, Den Norske Klub members Today, Den Norske Klub members 
enjoy a shared history with the In & Out, enjoy a shared history with the In & Out, 
merging two rich heritages in one of merging two rich heritages in one of 
London’s most exclusive locations. The London’s most exclusive locations. The 
result is a unique melding of Norwegian result is a unique melding of Norwegian 
warmth with British elegance, an warmth with British elegance, an 
enduring testament to international enduring testament to international 
friendship, and a coveted privilege for friendship, and a coveted privilege for 
the Norwegians fortunate enough to be the Norwegians fortunate enough to be 
part of this illustrious circle.part of this illustrious circle.

HM King Harald V, HM Queen Sonja HM King Harald V, HM Queen Sonja 
and HH Princess Märtha Louise are and HH Princess Märtha Louise are 
honorary members of Den Norske Klub.honorary members of Den Norske Klub.

Some of our regular events

FredagspilsFredagspils
On the On the first Friday of first Friday of 
each month, Den Norske each month, Den Norske 
Klub hosts its monthly Klub hosts its monthly 
FredagspilsFredagspils not only for  not only for 
its members but also for its members but also for 
Norwegians living and Norwegians living and 
working in London and working in London and 
around the UK, for those around the UK, for those 
with strong connections to with strong connections to 
Norway, and for aspiNorway, and for aspiring ring 
new members wishing to new members wishing to 
join the club.join the club.

Annual Christmas DinnerAnnual Christmas Dinner
This is a fantastic event featuring a This is a fantastic event featuring a 
champagne reception, a three-course champagne reception, a three-course 
dinner, live music, and a dinner, live music, and a hyggelighyggelig  
atmosphere in the splendid surroundings atmosphere in the splendid surroundings 
of the King Harald V Room.of the King Harald V Room.

May Celebration DinnerMay Celebration Dinner
Den Norske Klub invites its members and Den Norske Klub invites its members and 
the Norwegian community to celebrate the Norwegian community to celebrate 
17th May, Norway's Constitutio17th May, Norway's Constitution Day. In n Day. In 
the evening, we host a grand dinner in the the evening, we host a grand dinner in the 
King Harald V Room; this is a black tie King Harald V Room; this is a black tie 
and and bunadbunad (Norwegian folk dress) event. (Norwegian folk dress) event.
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Danish Church in LondoDanish Church in London, an, autumn 2024utumn 2024
Edited from information provided by 
Iben la Cour, Administrator

In addition to church services, the Danish In addition to church services, the Danish 
Church in London hosts many cultural Church in London hosts many cultural 
events all year round. These are open events all year round. These are open 
to everyone and can be found on our to everyone and can be found on our 
website (www.danskekirke.org).website (www.danskekirke.org).

Marking the start of our post-summer Marking the start of our post-summer 
activities, the church hosted its traditional activities, the church hosted its traditional 
coffee and cake gathering in the garden. coffee and cake gathering in the garden. 
Participants were encouraged to bring Participants were encouraged to bring 
cakes, sparking a friendly competition cakes, sparking a friendly competition 
and creating the ambiance of a and creating the ambiance of a Sydjysk Sydjysk 
Kagebord Kagebord (a traditional Southern Jutland (a traditional Southern Jutland 
table filled with an abundance of cakes).table filled with an abundance of cakes).

OnsdagsBarOnsdagsBar (‘WednesdayBar‘) takes  (‘WednesdayBar‘) takes 
place on the first Wednesday of each place on the first Wednesday of each 
month, catering especially to those month, catering especially to those 
who study or work and may miss our who study or work and may miss our 
daytime events. Each evening is themed, daytime events. Each evening is themed, 
with activities designed to include non-with activities designed to include non-
Danish-speaking friends and family. The Danish-speaking friends and family. The 
event is free, so attendees can simply event is free, so attendees can simply 
drop in. Among activities this autumn, drop in. Among activities this autumn, 
there have been a speed tournament in there have been a speed tournament in 
two-player board games, the launch of two-player board games, the launch of 

a Danish film club with a screening of a Danish film club with a screening of 
Ordet Ordet from 1955 (based on Kaj Munk’s from 1955 (based on Kaj Munk’s 
play), and a conversation ‘hosted’ by play), and a conversation ‘hosted’ by 
N.F.S. Grundtvig, often called ‘the man N.F.S. Grundtvig, often called ‘the man 
who created Denmark’ as a free, stable, who created Denmark’ as a free, stable, 
and enlightened democratic society.                       and enlightened democratic society.                       

Under the title Under the title Højskole Højskole (Folk High (Folk High 
School), our pastor Karsten Møller School), our pastor Karsten Møller 
Hansen presented a lecture series Hansen presented a lecture series 
on philosopher Søren Kierkegaard. on philosopher Søren Kierkegaard. 

Pastor Karsten Møller Hansen with a picture of Pastor Karsten Møller Hansen with a picture of 
the philosopher Søren Kierkegaardthe philosopher Søren Kierkegaard  

Designed as an open dialogue—a sort Designed as an open dialogue—a sort 
of philosophy circle for all—the series of philosophy circle for all—the series 
created a created a højskole højskole experience in London. experience in London. 
Topics have been anxiety, love, faith, the Topics have been anxiety, love, faith, the 
church, individuality, and society.church, individuality, and society.
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It was a great occasion to It was a great occasion to 
get together with old and get together with old and 
new friends and celebrate new friends and celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of the 70th anniversary of 
the building of the Danish the building of the Danish 
Church in Hull on 12 May Church in Hull on 12 May 
2024. We had visitors 2024. We had visitors 
from across the north, from across the north, 
and also friends and and also friends and 
former colleagues from former colleagues from 
Denmark, joining in the Denmark, joining in the 
festivities. The service festivities. The service 
was conducted by Pastor was conducted by Pastor 
Arne Kristophersen, who Arne Kristophersen, who 
served at the church in served at the church in 
Hull from 2016 to 2019. Hull from 2016 to 2019. 
We all enjoyed a fantastic We all enjoyed a fantastic 
lunch afterwards, pre-lunch afterwards, pre-
pared bpared by volunteers from y volunteers from 
the Social Fund. There the Social Fund. There 

Nordic House / Danish Church in HullNordic House / Danish Church in Hull

by Charlotte Theill
70-year milestone fo70-year milestone for the hr the historic Danish Churchistoric Danish Church

Recent music events included  a grand Recent music events included  a grand 
piano concert and a piano concert and a Spil DanskSpil Dansk  (Play (Play 
Danish) concert. The piano concert was Danish) concert. The piano concert was 
given to celebrate our church’s new given to celebrate our church’s new 
ownership of this instrument thanks to ownership of this instrument thanks to 
generous donors and a supportive church generous donors and a supportive church 
council. The programme listed a varied council. The programme listed a varied 
selection of classical pieces—as usual selection of classical pieces—as usual 
with Danish composers among them, and with Danish composers among them, and 
offered the opportunity for the audience offered the opportunity for the audience 
to sing along to some songs. to sing along to some songs. 

 Ever since 2001,  Ever since 2001, Spil DanskSpil Dansk week has  week has 
been celebrated in the late autumn across been celebrated in the late autumn across 
Denmark, with over 1,000 music events Denmark, with over 1,000 music events 

promoting Danish music. The Danish promoting Danish music. The Danish 
Church in London has participated for Church in London has participated for 
many years. This year’s event featured many years. This year’s event featured 
our new grand piano, along with singers our new grand piano, along with singers 
and instrumentalists from the church and instrumentalists from the church 
choir. The vibrant programme showcased choir. The vibrant programme showcased 
classical vocal and instrumental music, classical vocal and instrumental music, 
choral arrangements, jazz, and pop choral arrangements, jazz, and pop 
songs selected by our choir’s diverse songs selected by our choir’s diverse 
and talented musicians. Also here the and talented musicians. Also here the 
audience had the opportunity to join in audience had the opportunity to join in 
singing, and so treasured Danish songs, singing, and so treasured Danish songs, 
as well as newer hits, filled the autumn as well as newer hits, filled the autumn 
air with magic and nostalgia.air with magic and nostalgia.



11

were speeches, along with were speeches, along with singing, and singing, and 
Susanne Gilbert entertained Susanne Gilbert entertained us with a us with a 
beautiful rendition of ‘Spring in Funen’ beautiful rendition of ‘Spring in Funen’ 
by the Danish composer Carl Nielsen. by the Danish composer Carl Nielsen. 

This 70-year milestone was particularly This 70-year milestone was particularly 
significant because the original Skt significant because the original Skt 
Nikolaj Danish Seamen’s Church, built Nikolaj Danish Seamen’s Church, built 
in 1871, took a direct hit from a German in 1871, took a direct hit from a German 
bomb on the eve of its 70th anniversary bomb on the eve of its 70th anniversary 
in May 1941. Thankfully nobody was in May 1941. Thankfully nobody was 
injured but the building was destroyed. injured but the building was destroyed. 
Two artefacts were retrieved from the Two artefacts were retrieved from the 
rubble, a candelabra which now sits on rubble, a candelabra which now sits on 
the altar and a little red glass rosetta, the altar and a little red glass rosetta, 
which is the centrepiece of a stained glass which is the centrepiece of a stained glass 
window. window. 

The Danish Church in Hull was the The Danish Church in Hull was the 
first church established from Denmark. first church established from Denmark. 
Plans for a 150-year celebration in 2021 Plans for a 150-year celebration in 2021 
were abandoned due to the pandemic. It were abandoned due to the pandemic. It 
is very important to keep celebrating our is very important to keep celebrating our 
presence here, especially now that we presence here, especially now that we 
have entered a new era without a resident have entered a new era without a resident 
pastor and are looking to become self-pastor and are looking to become self-
sufficient by establishing Nordic House sufficient by establishing Nordic House 
as a venue for cultural, community and as a venue for cultural, community and 
corporate events. The community in Hull corporate events. The community in Hull 
still congregates for services to celebrate still congregates for services to celebrate 
Easter, a Harvest Festival and Christmas, Easter, a Harvest Festival and Christmas, 
with the pastors travelling from with the pastors travelling from 
Copenhagen or London. Our successful Copenhagen or London. Our successful 
Scandinavian Christmas Market on the Scandinavian Christmas Market on the 
last Saturday in November attracts about last Saturday in November attracts about 
800 people and, apart from myself,  it is 800 people and, apart from myself,  it is 
run entirely by volunteers.run entirely by volunteers.

Charlotte Theill is Manager at the Nordic Nordic 
House / Danish Church in Hull, and House / Danish Church in Hull, and 
played a central role for the AGM held played a central role for the AGM held 
by CoScan earlier this yeaby CoScan earlier this year.r.
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Anglo-Swedish Society Anglo-Swedish Society 

Former Master of the Armouries, Guy Former Master of the Armouries, Guy 
Wilson, and leading early artillery expert, Wilson, and leading early artillery expert, 
Kay Smith, delivered an informative talk Kay Smith, delivered an informative talk 
in the Library of the Swedish Church on in the Library of the Swedish Church on 
6 November about the Danish warship 6 November about the Danish warship 
Gribshunden (also known by several Gribshunden (also known by several 
other names). The following information other names). The following information 
was compiled independently of the talk:was compiled independently of the talk:

In June 1495, the Danish King Hans In June 1495, the Danish King Hans 
set sail with a fleet for Kalmar, Sweden. set sail with a fleet for Kalmar, Sweden. 
Along with the Danish and Norwegian Along with the Danish and Norwegian 
Councils, he expected to meet with Councils, he expected to meet with 
the Swedish Council. His goal was a the Swedish Council. His goal was a 
renewed Kalmar Union with him also renewed Kalmar Union with him also 
as King of Sweden. Along the way from as King of Sweden. Along the way from 
Copenhagen to Kalmar, his flagship Copenhagen to Kalmar, his flagship 
Gribshunden suffered an explosion and Gribshunden suffered an explosion and 
sank near Ronneby (town in southern sank near Ronneby (town in southern 
Sweden) but King Hans was not on board. Sweden) but King Hans was not on board. 

Reconstruction of GribshundenReconstruction of Gribshunden
  Wikimedia CommonsWikimedia Commons

Hans, also known as John, né Johannes (1455-Hans, also known as John, né Johannes (1455-
1513) was King of Denmark (1481–1513), 1513) was King of Denmark (1481–1513), 
Norway (1483–1513) and Sweden (1497–1501) in Norway (1483–1513) and Sweden (1497–1501) in 
the Kalmar Union.the Kalmar Union.

Gribshunden was discovered by divers Gribshunden was discovered by divers 
in the 1970s, and in 2015 the wreck’s in the 1970s, and in 2015 the wreck’s 
figurehead—a dog-like monster—was figurehead—a dog-like monster—was 
salvaged.salvaged.

Gribshunden predates the sinking Gribshunden predates the sinking 
of the Mary Rose by 50 years. Thanks of the Mary Rose by 50 years. Thanks 
to the brackish water of the Baltic, it is to the brackish water of the Baltic, it is 
allegedly the world’s best-preserved allegedly the world’s best-preserved 
ship of the kind used by, among others, ship of the kind used by, among others, 
Christopher Columbus. This makes Christopher Columbus. This makes 
the ship’s construction very important the ship’s construction very important 
for the international team of some 40 for the international team of some 40 
researchers.researchers.

www.lunduniversity.lu.se/article/spectacular-www.lunduniversity.lu.se/article/spectacular-
discoveries-during-excavation-unique-flagship-discoveries-during-excavation-unique-flagship-
gribshundengribshunden
www.lunduniversity.lu.se/article/cutting-edge-
science-reveals-gribshundens-shipwrecked-secrets

The warship Gribshunden—The warship Gribshunden—
topic for a meetingtopic for a meeting
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by Steen Andersen 
Piet HeinPiet Hein

Poet, womaniser, designer, megalo-Poet, womaniser, designer, megalo-
maniac, polymath, wife abuser, genius, maniac, polymath, wife abuser, genius, 
attention seeker, hanger-on: a fair attention seeker, hanger-on: a fair 
summing up of Piet Hein?summing up of Piet Hein?

Well, in Denmark, Hein is first and Well, in Denmark, Hein is first and 
foremost famous for what he called foremost famous for what he called grukgruk, , 
a genre he invented and a word that does a genre he invented and a word that does 
not really mean anything (in his English not really mean anything (in his English 
translations they are called grooks)—translations they are called grooks)—
about seven thousand succinct poems in about seven thousand succinct poems in 
which he shows an excellent command which he shows an excellent command 
of metre and rhyme. The starting point of metre and rhyme. The starting point 
is usually an everyday occurrence which is usually an everyday occurrence which 
the reader would easily recognise, the reader would easily recognise, 
followed by a humorous or satirical twist followed by a humorous or satirical twist 
offering a surprising perspective and offering a surprising perspective and 
expressing common sense philosophy, expressing common sense philosophy, 
and a drawing in his own hand is tied and a drawing in his own hand is tied 
in with the theme. He translated a few in with the theme. He translated a few 
hundred of them into English and lived hundred of them into English and lived 
in England for a few years, apparently in England for a few years, apparently 
hoping to establish himself as a writer hoping to establish himself as a writer 

with a wider international readership than with a wider international readership than 
was possible in Denmark.was possible in Denmark.

Losing one gloveLosing one glove
is certainly painful,is certainly painful,
but nothingbut nothing
compared to the pain,compared to the pain,
of losing one,of losing one,
throwing away the other,throwing away the other,
and findingand finding
the first one again.the first one again.

In some of the grooks there is a clear In some of the grooks there is a clear 
message:message:

The noble artThe noble art
of losing faceof losing face
may one day savemay one day save
the human racethe human race
and turn intoand turn into
eternal meriteternal merit
what weaker mindswhat weaker minds
would call disgrace.would call disgrace.

Titled ‘Co-existence or no existence’, Titled ‘Co-existence or no existence’, 
this grook was actually quoted in a sesthis grook was actually quoted in a session sion 
of the General Assembly of the United of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations when there was a serious crisis Nations when there was a serious crisis 
during the Cold War; perhaps politicians during the Cold War; perhaps politicians 
for once acted on a writer’s advice?for once acted on a writer’s advice?

Piet Hein (1905-1996)Piet Hein (1905-1996)  
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After taking A-levels in Copenhagen After taking A-levels in Copenhagen 
Hein studied at a couple of art schools Hein studied at a couple of art schools 
and universities, but he never completed and universities, but he never completed 
a formal academic education. He took a a formal academic education. He took a 
special interest in maths and physics and special interest in maths and physics and 
often said that he wanted to bridge the often said that he wanted to bridge the 
gap between science and art. He made gap between science and art. He made 
the acquaintance of Albert Einstein and the acquaintance of Albert Einstein and 
Niels Bohr and claimed he had played Niels Bohr and claimed he had played 
intellectual ping-pong with them—or intellectual ping-pong with them—or 
perhaps he was simply hobnobbing?perhaps he was simply hobnobbing?

In the early 1960s he became famous In the early 1960s he became famous 
for perfecting the geometrical concept of for perfecting the geometrical concept of 
a superellipse, also known as the Lamé a superellipse, also known as the Lamé 
curve, a shape somewhere between a curve, a shape somewhere between a 
rectangle and an ellipse. rectangle and an ellipse. 

When city planners in Stockholm When city planners in Stockholm 
wanted a roundabout in a large public wanted a roundabout in a large public 
square, he was praised for solving a square, he was praised for solving a 
traffic problem in a way that was also traffic problem in a way that was also 
aesthetically appealing.aesthetically appealing.

Sergels torg, StockholmSergels torg, Stockholm  

Piet Hein’s superellipse

Hein later made quite a lot of money Hein later made quite a lot of money 
designing chairs, tables, lamps, bowls, designing chairs, tables, lamps, bowls, 
plates,  and so on, using the superellipse plates,  and so on, using the superellipse 
as the basic form. Some people said that as the basic form. Some people said that 
even his face was actually a superellipse!even his face was actually a superellipse!

His grooks have been popular and His grooks have been popular and 
quoted for decades in Denmark for their quoted for decades in Denmark for their 
humour and paradoxes; in the sixties and humour and paradoxes; in the sixties and 
seventies there was a saying that you seventies there was a saying that you 
were a clever after-dinner speaker if you were a clever after-dinner speaker if you 
managed to be witty without resorting to managed to be witty without resorting to 
a grook or two. In addition Hein wrote a grook or two. In addition Hein wrote 
several longer poems, for example several longer poems, for example 
the collection the collection Vers i verdensrummetVers i verdensrummet    
(Poems in space). They are mostly about (Poems in space). They are mostly about 
nature and love: the interplay between nature and love: the interplay between 
individualism and the knowledge of individualism and the knowledge of 
being part of the cosmos constitutes for being part of the cosmos constitutes for 
him a schism which proves beneficial for him a schism which proves beneficial for 
his creativity; very often the theme is the his creativity; very often the theme is the 
pursuit of happiness and the ease with pursuit of happiness and the ease with 
which, once found, it is lost.which, once found, it is lost.

Hein did not always receive the Hein did not always receive the 
recognition he deserved as a ‘serious’ recognition he deserved as a ‘serious’ 
poet; some critics simply chose to ignore poet; some critics simply chose to ignore 
him because he also published hundreds him because he also published hundreds 
of humorous grooks, and he wrote in a of humorous grooks, and he wrote in a 
traditional, or downright old-fashioned, traditional, or downright old-fashioned, 
style at a time when modernism was style at a time when modernism was 
considered much more interesting and considered much more interesting and 
relevant. He also published numerous relevant. He also published numerous 
articles on mathematics and a short book articles on mathematics and a short book 
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Piet Hein’s Piet Hein’s SupereggSuperegg, here as a sculpture in , here as a sculpture in 
Skjern (West Jutland)Skjern (West Jutland)  

about helicopabout helicopters, whters, which fascinated him. ich fascinated him. 
Rumour has it that members of a Danish Rumour has it that members of a Danish 
literary institution nominated him for literary institution nominated him for 
the Nobel Prize in the early 1980s. (The the Nobel Prize in the early 1980s. (The 
names of the nominees are not revealed names of the nominees are not revealed 
by the Swedish Academy until fifty by the Swedish Academy until fifty 
years after the conferring of the award, years after the conferring of the award, 
and from the recently opened archives it and from the recently opened archives it 
is interesting to note that W.H. Auden, is interesting to note that W.H. Auden, 
F.R. Leavis, and Graham Greene were F.R. Leavis, and Graham Greene were 
among the one hundred writers under among the one hundred writers under 
consideration by the Academy in 1973, consideration by the Academy in 1973, 
when Patrick White was awarded the when Patrick White was awarded the 
prize).prize).

Hein was married four times and was Hein was married four times and was 
known as a ladies’ man; the Danish poet known as a ladies’ man; the Danish poet 
and novelist Tove Ditlevsen wrote a and novelist Tove Ditlevsen wrote a 
rather scathing portrait of him in one of rather scathing portrait of him in one of 
her autobiographies. However, the public her autobiographies. However, the public 
knew very little about his private life knew very little about his private life 
until the publication earlier this year of until the publication earlier this year of 
the first volume of his biography, written the first volume of his biography, written 
by Peter Borberg, MA. Borberg had done by Peter Borberg, MA. Borberg had done 
such a meticulous job that numerous such a meticulous job that numerous 
skeletons tumbled out of the cupboard: skeletons tumbled out of the cupboard: 

Hein beat up his wives, possibly driving Hein beat up his wives, possibly driving 
one of them to suicide, neglected all his one of them to suicide, neglected all his 
five children, was a racist and a snob, five children, was a racist and a snob, 
penny-pinching, cantankerous, and very penny-pinching, cantankerous, and very 
full of himself. One of his sons called him full of himself. One of his sons called him 
‘Ein grosser Mann, ein kleiner Mensch’, ‘Ein grosser Mann, ein kleiner Mensch’, 
which is what was said about Otto von which is what was said about Otto von 
Bismarck, the ‘Iron Chancellor’ of the Bismarck, the ‘Iron Chancellor’ of the 
German Empire.German Empire.

Perhaps even more sensational and Perhaps even more sensational and 
disturbing stuff about Piet Hein will be disturbing stuff about Piet Hein will be 
revealed in the second volume of his revealed in the second volume of his 
biography, which is to be published biography, which is to be published 
next year, but we should not forget his next year, but we should not forget his 
orioriginality and achievements as a poet ginality and achievements as a poet 
and designer, for which he was widely and designer, for which he was widely 
recognised; for example, in the 1980s he recognised; for example, in the 1980s he 
received the annual prize of the Danish received the annual prize of the Danish 
Design Council and the prestigious Design Council and the prestigious 
Danish medal Danish medal Ingenio et artiIngenio et arti, joining the , joining the 
ranks of Karen Branks of Karen Blixen, Carl Th. Dreyer, lixen, Carl Th. Dreyer, 
Birgit Nilsson, and Margaret Rutherford. Birgit Nilsson, and Margaret Rutherford. 
Among his many international dis-Among his many international dis-
tinctions are honorary doctorates at Yale tinctions are honorary doctorates at Yale 
University and the University of Odense.University and the University of Odense.

And of course one of his grooks best And of course one of his grooks best 
sums up his ambitions and philosophy, sums up his ambitions and philosophy, 
showing that fourteen words and the title showing that fourteen words and the title 
‘Ars brevis’ can say a lot:‘Ars brevis’ can say a lot:

There is one artThere is one art
no more, no lessno more, no less
to do all thingsto do all things
with artlessness.with artlessness.

Steen Andersen has previously written Steen Andersen has previously written 
for CoScan Magazinefor CoScan Magazine on the authors  on the authors 
Aksel Sandemose (2020/2), Aksel Sandemose (2020/2), Henrik Henrik 
Pontoppidan (2021/1), Tove Ditlevsen Pontoppidan (2021/1), Tove Ditlevsen 
(2022/2), and Knud Sørensen (2023/2.)(2022/2), and Knud Sørensen (2023/2.)
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‘Frightful traffic’—London in the 1890s‘Frightful traffic’—London in the 1890s

Translated and edited by Brita Green

On Sunday 29 March 1896, my On Sunday 29 March 1896, my 
grandparents waved goodbye to their grandparents waved goodbye to their 
five children, aged between one and six, five children, aged between one and six, 
and set off on a three-week holiday. They and set off on a three-week holiday. They 
travelled on trains and steamers from travelled on trains and steamers from 
Kalmar in Sweden to London. The last Kalmar in Sweden to London. The last 
leg was from Vlissingen in Holland to leg was from Vlissingen in Holland to 
Queenborough in Kent. Per was a keen Queenborough in Kent. Per was a keen 
and inquisitive sightseer, and they were and inquisitive sightseer, and they were 
in for a busy time. Many of the attractions in for a busy time. Many of the attractions 
were those today’s tourists also flock to: were those today’s tourists also flock to: 
Buckingham Palace, the Tower and the—Buckingham Palace, the Tower and the—
then new–—Tower Bridge,  the parks, then new–—Tower Bridge,  the parks, 
museums and galleries. But some of the museums and galleries. But some of the 
London that Per describes is less familiar.London that Per describes is less familiar.
  
Thursday 2 AprilThursday 2 April
After a thorough customs examination, After a thorough customs examination, 
we continued by train to London. we continued by train to London. 
Undulating countryside, very pleasant Undulating countryside, very pleasant 

with many sheep and flowering fruit with many sheep and flowering fruit 
trees. Arrived London at about 8 am. Had trees. Arrived London at about 8 am. Had 
to wait at the station for my brother, and to wait at the station for my brother, and 
were left temporarily worried about what were left temporarily worried about what 
to do. Finally he arrived, unperturbed to do. Finally he arrived, unperturbed 
as always, and we went to his home in as always, and we went to his home in 
Streatham. Streatham.   
Good Friday 3 AprilGood Friday 3 April
Visit to Crystal Palace, with shops and Visit to Crystal Palace, with shops and 
exhibitions: numerous sculptures and exhibitions: numerous sculptures and 
stuffed animals and humansstuffed animals and humans——groups groups 
of Indians and other people from the of Indians and other people from the 
British colonies in their native clothes British colonies in their native clothes 
and occupations. Also, different building and occupations. Also, different building 
styles in the Egyptian Room, the Japanese styles in the Egyptian Room, the Japanese 
Room, etc. There was a grand concert this Room, etc. There was a grand concert this 
afternoon, but as the ladiesafternoon, but as the ladies–—–—as everas ever–—–—
were tired and hungry, I had to leave, were tired and hungry, I had to leave, 
even though we had not seen a hundredth even though we had not seen a hundredth 
of the wonders of the Crystal Palace.of the wonders of the Crystal Palace.

Extracts from a holiday diary by Per Hanström

Crystal Palace, relocated in 1854 from Hyde Park to Sydenham in South LondonCrystal Palace, relocated in 1854 from Hyde Park to Sydenham in South London  
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Easter Saturday 4 AprilEaster Saturday 4 April
The game and fish The game and fish 
merchants have tempting merchants have tempting 
things on offer. Whole things on offer. Whole 
basketfuls of lapwings’ basketfuls of lapwings’ 
eggs were lined up, with the eggs were lined up, with the 
lapwings themselves often lapwings themselves often 
hanging next to them. From hanging next to them. From 
southern Europe shipments southern Europe shipments 
of thousands of live quail of thousands of live quail 
arrive for the restaurants, arrive for the restaurants, 
and seeing how the poor and seeing how the poor 
creatures had been packed creatures had been packed 
in standing position for in standing position for 
their long journey was a wretched sight. their long journey was a wretched sight. 
You could see how the birds had poked You could see how the birds had poked 
their heads through holes drilled in the their heads through holes drilled in the 
wooden boxes, and then during transport wooden boxes, and then during transport 
something will have been thrown at the something will have been thrown at the 
box and the birds were now hanging box and the birds were now hanging 
there dead, with there dead, with crushed heads.crushed heads.

On the way home, we unfortunately On the way home, we unfortunately 
let the wives loose in a kind of shopping let the wives loose in a kind of shopping 
bazaar. When we finally emerged from it, bazaar. When we finally emerged from it, 
our wallets were a lot lighter but our arms our wallets were a lot lighter but our arms 
were instewere instead loaded with parcels.ad loaded with parcels.

Easter Sunday 5 AprilEaster Sunday 5 April
During second breakfast, the notorious During second breakfast, the notorious 
thick London fog descended and candles thick London fog descended and candles 
had to be lit, but it soon lifted. At three had to be lit, but it soon lifted. At three 
o’clock we went into town, and after o’clock we went into town, and after 
various omnibus and tram rides reached various omnibus and tram rides reached 
the Royalthe Royal Albert Hall. We arrived late,  Albert Hall. We arrived late, 
of course, thanks to the ladies’ appetites. of course, thanks to the ladies’ appetites. 
They had stopped selling tickets, and They had stopped selling tickets, and 
only twenty minutes remained, but after only twenty minutes remained, but after 
considerable parleying and with a gentle considerable parleying and with a gentle 
pressing of the doorman’s hand we pressing of the doorman’s hand we 
succeeded in gaining entry. To judge from succeeded in gaining entry. To judge from 
what little we heard, it must have been what little we heard, it must have been 

magnificent. A giant organ and a band of magnificent. A giant organ and a band of 
80 musicians were playing. Dinner at 8 in 80 musicians were playing. Dinner at 8 in 
Carlo Gatti’s—rump steak.Carlo Gatti’s—rump steak.

Tuesday 7 AprilTuesday 7 April
In the evening we went to the Empire In the evening we went to the Empire 
Theatre, a kind of variety theatre but much Theatre, a kind of variety theatre but much 
superior to Kalmar’s. Some seats were £1 superior to Kalmar’s. Some seats were £1 
(£166 today)(£166 today), and only first class artists , and only first class artists 
performed. We saw two magnificent performed. We saw two magnificent 
ballets with hundreds of participants and ballets with hundreds of participants and 
extravagant costumes and sets.  But best extravagant costumes and sets.  But best 
of all: Lumière’s of all: Lumière’s cinématographecinématographe—quite —quite 
simply wonderful! You could see rolling simply wonderful! You could see rolling 
seas, a railway train’s arrival and people seas, a railway train’s arrival and people 
milling about, card-players having milling about, card-players having 
a drink, gardeners watering plants, a drink, gardeners watering plants, 
workmen demolishing a house-wall with workmen demolishing a house-wall with 
a huge cloud of dust rising in the air... a huge cloud of dust rising in the air... 

Friday 10 AprilFriday 10 April
Visit to the Bank of England. We were Visit to the Bank of England. We were 
shown the printing of shown the printing of £5 notes£5 notes that came  that came 
out of six machines sorted and numbered, out of six machines sorted and numbered, 
and also gold coins being sorted in self-and also gold coins being sorted in self-
acting machines that flung perfect ones acting machines that flung perfect ones 
to the right and deficient ones to the left, to the right and deficient ones to the left, 
thus weighing and sorting 80,000 a day. thus weighing and sorting 80,000 a day. 
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Per Hanström (1852- 1908) and his wife AlmaPer Hanström (1852- 1908) and his wife Alma

Saturday 11 AprilSaturday 11 April
Climbed the Great Fire Monument—202 Climbed the Great Fire Monument—202 
feet high, 345 steps, if I counted correctly. feet high, 345 steps, if I counted correctly. 
Had a beer in Crosby Hall, then met the Had a beer in Crosby Hall, then met the 
wives in Westminster Abbey. Looked at wives in Westminster Abbey. Looked at 
the royal tombs. There is also a Jenny the royal tombs. There is also a Jenny 
Lind medallion there.Lind medallion there.

Frightful traffic! Four-five trams, Frightful traffic! Four-five trams, 
omnibuses or cabs side by side, and omnibuses or cabs side by side, and 
in among them masses of pedestrians in among them masses of pedestrians 
walking, running, rushing; horse-riders walking, running, rushing; horse-riders 
and bicyclists, male and female, on one, and bicyclists, male and female, on one, 
two and three-wheeled machines; flower two and three-wheeled machines; flower 
sellers, newspaper vendors, boys selling sellers, newspaper vendors, boys selling 
matchsticks, books, maps—all yelling matchsticks, books, maps—all yelling 
as loudly as they can, competing with as loudly as they can, competing with 
the tram and omnibus coachmen. And the tram and omnibus coachmen. And 
then the organ-grinders, shoe cleaners then the organ-grinders, shoe cleaners 
and sandwich men, lots of them. The and sandwich men, lots of them. The 
policemen are excellent, always attentive policemen are excellent, always attentive 
and courteous—grand fellows, all of and courteous—grand fellows, all of 
them.them.

There is a comThere is a company that will install pany that will install 
an electric lead anywhere in the city, at an electric lead anywhere in the city, at 
no cost, to be used when you need help no cost, to be used when you need help 
with an errand. You press a button, and, with an errand. You press a button, and, 
as quickly as the distance allows, a boy as quickly as the distance allows, a boy 
from the company will appear and for a from the company will appear and for a 
small fee will perform whatever task is small fee will perform whatever task is 
given him, and this meticulously.given him, and this meticulously.

After another couple of busy sightseeing After another couple of busy sightseeing 
days in Cologne and the Rhine valley, days in Cologne and the Rhine valley, 
Per and Alma finally got back to Kalmar Per and Alma finally got back to Kalmar 
on Sunday 19 April.on Sunday 19 April.

Monday 13 AprilMonday 13 April
Set off by tram, and then electric railway Set off by tram, and then electric railway 
under the Thames, to London Bridge, under the Thames, to London Bridge, 
where we boarded a steamer to take where we boarded a steamer to take 
us on the river to Greenwich, passing us on the river to Greenwich, passing 
huge warehouses and docks and masses huge warehouses and docks and masses 
of ships. Saw the Observatory, and the of ships. Saw the Observatory, and the 
enormous park with its rolling hills, and enormous park with its rolling hills, and 
deer and roe deer. Also the impressive deer and roe deer. Also the impressive 
hospitals where sick sailors from any hospitals where sick sailors from any 
country are cared for without payment. country are cared for without payment. 
Travelled home by tram, a two-hour Travelled home by tram, a two-hour 
journey through parts of the city we’d journey through parts of the city we’d 
previously not visited.previously not visited.

Tuesday 14 AprilTuesday 14 April
Left early (got up at 5.30) to travel from Left early (got up at 5.30) to travel from 
Victoria Station to Queenborough and the Victoria Station to Queenborough and the 
steamer to Holland. Only a light swell in steamer to Holland. Only a light swell in 
the Channel after a gale the day bthe Channel after a gale the day before. efore. 
About half-way across a little skylark, About half-way across a little skylark, 
exhausted, settled quite close to us on exhausted, settled quite close to us on 
deck and stayed for a few hours. deck and stayed for a few hours. 

Street-life in London in the late 1890sStreet-life in London in the late 1890s
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Brief pieces of newsBrief pieces of news

Eelgrass thatching
On Læsø (north-east of 

Jutland) houses are thatched with 
thick, heavy bundles of silvery 

seaweed (eelgrass) that have the 
potential to be a contemporary 

building material around the world. 
Seaweed thatching began on 
Læsø in the 17th Century.

 www.bbc.com/travel/article/20200805-denmarks-300-year-old-homes-of-the-future

                
FinlandsbronFinlandsbron

The magazine 

Finlandsbron (Finland Bridge) 

shares insights into contemporary 

Finland and topics relevant to 

expatriate Finns, and is also highlighting 

Finnish expatriates from various parts 

of the world. It is published in Finnish 

but some articles are translated into 

English  and Swedish.
 

suomi-seura.fi/tidningen-finlandsbron

Siida 
The Sámi Museum Siida has been honoured with the prestigious European Museum of the Year Award for 2024, and was also the Museum of the Year in Finland. As a national museum, it is dedicated to fostering Sámi identity and cultural pride. The museum is situated in Inari in northern 

Finland.
https://siida.fi

Ski theatre——a new genre 

Partly funded by the Nordic Council, the 

latest performance by arts collective Bravo Toga 

is an outdoor drama on roller skis, delving into 

the Finnish-Soviet Winter War’s legacy and 
intergenerational healing.

https://bravotoga.com/tww

Børsen 
fire

Over 90% of the cultural 

heritage items were saved 

from the fire at Børsen (the 

Stock Exchange) on 16 April 

this year, according to Denmark’s 

Culture Minister. While the blaze 

destroyed half of the 17th-century 

building, many rushed to rescue 

paintings, sculptures, and other 

treasures. The cause of 

the fire remains under 

investigation.
 

bit.ly/3O9bUWF
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Oldest Viking ship burial?
The remains of a ship burial have been discovered on the small island of Leka in central Norway, dating back so far that its classification as a ‘Viking ship burial’ is debatable. Evidence suggests that a man was buried here in a ship around 700 CE, several decades before the traditionally accepted beginning of the Viking Age. 

Norway's melting ice reveals artifacts hidden for centuries – DW – 10/22/2024

 
New museum

Kunstsilo, an award-winning 
former grain silo on Odderøya in 

Kristiansand, has been transformed 
into one of Northern Europe’s most 

cutting-edge centres for art and 
cultural experiences. The opening 

was 11 May 2024. 
www.kunstsilo.no/en/the-organization/about-kunstsilo

Glacial 
archaeology

As glaciers melt in 
Norway, archaeologists 

find thousands of ancient 
artifacts, many of them perfectly 
preserved by the ice, among them 

a 6,000-year-old arrow, a snowshoe 
for horses, a mitten from the Viking 

Age, a dog with its collar and 
the world’s best-preserved 

prehistoric pair of skis. 
Norway's melting ice reveals 

artifacts hidden for centuries – 
DW – 10/22/2024

Iceland’s 2nd 
female President

Halla Tómasdóttir took office as 

President of Iceland on 1 August 

this year, serving as the seventh 

President of Iceland. She is a former 

businesswoman and politician.

https://icelandmonitor.mbl.is/news/

news/2024/08/01/halla_tomasdottir_put_

into_office_as_iceland_s_seco/

Icelandic statistics
The population amounted 

to 386,970 at the end of June 
this year. Foreign nationals make 
up 17% of the population (65,870 

people), and 63% live in the capital 
area. This time Statistics Iceland 

employed a new methodology for the 
census, incorporating data from tax 

and student records.
https://grapevine.is/news/2024/10/10/

icelands-population-increases-2
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Wood as a sustainable 

building alternative 
 

The Cederhusen apartment blocks 

in Stockholm, reaching up to 13 

storeys of solid wood, are redefining 

residential construction and challenging 

concrete’s dominance. These buildings 

showcase world-class architecture that 

proves it is possible to construct high-rise 

structures with wood. Another example of the 

remarkable potential of wood as a building 

material is the dome-shaped Wisdom, a 

new extension of the National Swedish 

Museum of Technology.

https://www.swedishwood.com/inspiration/swedish-

wood-award/swedish-wood-award-2024/

cederhusen/

https://www.archdaily.com/1014815/

wisdome-stockholm-elding-

oscarson

Protection of cultural heritage  
The Ismantorp Fortress, a ring castle ruin on the Baltic island of Öland, is considered one of the most intriguing defensive structures from Sweden’s Migration Period. It will now be part of an international project using drones and satellites to safeguard cultural heritage sites and prevent various forms of sabotage.
www.barometern.se/oland/interpol-overvakar-olandska-borgen-ristat-in-kors-i-stenar

The Afro-Swedish Prince 

A ‘lost’ portrait of Gustav Badin, known as King Gustav III’s 

black foster brother, was recently up for sale at an antique dealer’s in the 

Netherlands. Born around 1747, Badin was initially enslaved in the Danish West 

Indies before being brought to Sweden as a ‘gift’ to Queen Lovisa Ulrika, Gustav 

III's mother. Raised alongside the royal children, he later served as Lovisa Ulrika’s 

secretary. A new ballet Gustavia at the Royal Opera in Stockholm explores the 

complex relationship between the two Gustavs.

https://swedenherald.com/article/portrait-of-gustav-badin-for-sale-in-the-netherlands 

All through the summer and autumn the 
Svenskbyborna website has reported on 
the continuing senseless destruction of 
the Swedish village in the south-eastern 
part of the country: 

Update on Gammalsvenskby  
by Brita Green

1 July: For three days now Russia has 
been attacking the village with drones 
that set fire to and destroy their targets. 
Today the Swedish church was hit, an 
important symbol in the village.
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Illustrating children’s books
by Jenny Løvlie

I grew up in the land where the sun doesn’t I grew up in the land where the sun doesn’t 
set until it does, and when it does, it set until it does, and when it does, it 
doesn’t show up again until January. This doesn’t show up again until January. This 
has shaped my imagination in interesting has shaped my imagination in interesting 
ways: it has influenced my use of colour, ways: it has influenced my use of colour, 
composition and the subject matter I’m composition and the subject matter I’m 
drawn to.drawn to.

I spent my childhood on Ekkerøy, I spent my childhood on Ekkerøy, 
a tiny peninsula sticking out into the a tiny peninsula sticking out into the 
Barents Sea, where I was the first child Barents Sea, where I was the first child 
to be born in twelve years. I spent most to be born in twelve years. I spent most 
of my time outdoors in the wild—fishing, of my time outdoors in the wild—fishing, 
watching birds, swimming in the sea, and watching birds, swimming in the sea, and 
rock pooling. This close bond with nature rock pooling. This close bond with nature 
is something I carry with me still, and it is something I carry with me still, and it 
influences my work strongly.influences my work strongly.

4 July: The bombing continues. The 
Svenskby museum and café, planned 
since 2018 but halted by the pandemic 
and the war, were burnt down today.

28 August: Yesterday a 57-year-old 
woman was killed in the village by a 
Russian drone when she went out to 
feed her cow. A young soldier from 
Gammalsvenskby has been killed at the 
front.

29 September: The day before 
yesterday Mykhailo Sushchak, 83, the 
blacksmith, was killed as he wheeled his 
bike along one of the village streets.

5 October: There are only around 80 
villagers left now, those who can’t or 
won’t move. Many have fled to safer 
villages in the vicinity.

4 November: The 60-odd remaining 
villagers are living with constant 
bombardment and are taking refuge in 
their cellars to get some protection. But 
the smoke from their fires reveal where 
they are, which makes them targets for 
Russian attacks.

In September, the Swedish govern-
ment announced that they were giving 
two million kronor to the village, to be 
used for the inhabitants’ acute needs 
during the winter, a first step in official 
involvement in the eventual rebuilding of 
Gammalsvenskby’s cultural heritage.

The Svenskbyborna Society in Roma, 
Gotland, regularly sends aid and is raising 
funds to rebuild the church and museum. 
		       (www.svenskbyborna.se)

As I grew older, I started yearning for As I grew older, I started yearning for 
bigger places, more people, and access bigger places, more people, and access 
to art and culture different from what to art and culture different from what 
I knew at home. I ended up moving toI knew at home. I ended up moving to  

A Dress With PocketsA Dress With Pockets
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London in my early twenties to study London in my early twenties to study 
illustration; it was a challenging yet illustration; it was a challenging yet 
wildly inspiring time! In my final year at wildly inspiring time! In my final year at 
Kingston University, I discovered a real Kingston University, I discovered a real 
passion for children’s books and found passion for children’s books and found 
that bringing with me the experiences that bringing with me the experiences 
from my childhood roaming freelyfrom my childhood roaming freely in  in 
Northern Norwegian nature gave Northern Norwegian nature gave me me 
a unique perspective and approach to a unique perspective and approach to 
storytelling when it came to illustrating storytelling when it came to illustrating 
picture books.picture books.

Time to move south for winterTime to move south for winter  

A Dress With PocketsA Dress With Pockets

I’ve stayed in the UK and established I’ve stayed in the UK and established 
myself in the British publishing industry. myself in the British publishing industry. 
ProjProjects that make my heart sing will ects that make my heart sing will 
have a strong connection to nature have a strong connection to nature 
and animals, a strong female lead, or and animals, a strong female lead, or 
preferably both! I love illustrating texts preferably both! I love illustrating texts 
that challenge stereotypes or introduce that challenge stereotypes or introduce 
the reader to new and surprising subject the reader to new and surprising subject 
matter. A great example of this is matter. A great example of this is A Dress A Dress 
with Pocketswith Pockets, written by Lily Murray , written by Lily Murray 
and published by Macmillan. We follow and published by Macmillan. We follow 
Lucy, who has been taken out shopping Lucy, who has been taken out shopping 
for a new dress by her Aunt Augusta. She for a new dress by her Aunt Augusta. She 
tries on all kinds of dresses, but notries on all kinds of dresses, but none is ne is 
quite right. Lucy finally builds up the quite right. Lucy finally builds up the 
courage to ask for what she really wants: courage to ask for what she really wants: 
a dress with pockets! The store clerks a dress with pockets! The store clerks 
and Aunt Augusta are all flabbergasted and Aunt Augusta are all flabbergasted 
by this request and ask Lucy what she by this request and ask Lucy what she 
could possibly want with a dress with could possibly want with a dress with 
pockets. She answers, ‘For adventures, of pockets. She answers, ‘For adventures, of 
course!’course!’ The illustrations leave the shop  The illustrations leave the shop 
behind at this point and we travel with behind at this point and we travel with 
Lucy on all the adventures shLucy on all the adventures she wants to e wants to 
go on to collect treasures and trinkets. I go on to collect treasures and trinkets. I 
loved illustrating it because, at first, you loved illustrating it because, at first, you 
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Jenny Løvlie was 
mentioned in CoScan 
Magazine 2024/1 
as illustrator of  
Kitty and the Stolen 
Storybook by Paula 
Harrison.

Iceland is a global leader in literary Iceland is a global leader in literary 
culture, with the highest number of culture, with the highest number of 
writers per capita and a rich tradition of writers per capita and a rich tradition of 
storytelling. One in ten Icelanders has storytelling. One in ten Icelanders has 
published a book, and literature holds a published a book, and literature holds a 
deep-rooted significance, dating back to deep-rooted significance, dating back to 
the 13th-century Icelandic Sagas. These the 13th-century Icelandic Sagas. These 
stories of Norse settlers became vital to stories of Norse settlers became vital to 
Icelandic identity, resilience, and pride Icelandic identity, resilience, and pride 
during harsh winters, where storytelling during harsh winters, where storytelling 
sessions, or sessions, or kvöldvakakvöldvaka, educated and , educated and 
united communities.united communities.

The country celebrates its literary The country celebrates its literary 
heritage through events like the heritage through events like the 
jólabókaflóðjólabókaflóð (Christmas book flood),  (Christmas book flood), 
during which books are exchanged during which books are exchanged 
as cherished gifts, generating 80% of as cherished gifts, generating 80% of 
annual publishing revenue. Reykjavik, a annual publishing revenue. Reykjavik, a 
UNESCO City of Literature, showcases UNESCO City of Literature, showcases 
this passion with ‘storytelling benches’ this passion with ‘storytelling benches’ 
(benches with barcodes for listening (benches with barcodes for listening 
to stories), poetry-reciting guides, and to stories), poetry-reciting guides, and 
festivals featuring local and international festivals featuring local and international 

literary stars. Support for writers is literary stars. Support for writers is 
robust, with state assistance fostering robust, with state assistance fostering 
creativity across genres—crime novels in creativity across genres—crime novels in 
particular are booming.particular are booming.

Iceland’s artistic vibrancy extends Iceland’s artistic vibrancy extends 
beyond literature to other creative beyond literature to other creative 
professions, with a quarter of the professions, with a quarter of the 
population engaged in the arts, and population engaged in the arts, and 
musicians achieving global recognition. musicians achieving global recognition. 
Figures like Nobel laureate HalldórFigures like Nobel laureate Halldór  
Laxness and cultural icons such as Björk Laxness and cultural icons such as Björk 
highlight the enduring significance of highlight the enduring significance of 
Iceland’s artistic community. Events like Iceland’s artistic community. Events like 
the 2008 financial crisis and the 2010 the 2008 financial crisis and the 2010 
volcanic ash cloud have further inspired volcanic ash cloud have further inspired 
Icelandic writers to address contemporary Icelandic writers to address contemporary 
issues, ensuring that the nation’s creative issues, ensuring that the nation’s creative 
spirit continues to spirit continues to thrive. thrive. 
The above is based on texts by journalists Rosie The above is based on texts by journalists Rosie 
Goldsmith (BBS News, Reykjavík), Emily Iris Goldsmith (BBS News, Reykjavík), Emily Iris 
Degn, Alda Sigmundsdóttir (Degn, Alda Sigmundsdóttir (The Little Book of The Little Book of 
the Icelandersthe Icelanders), and Torbjörn Petersson (Dagens ), and Torbjörn Petersson (Dagens 
Nyheter).Nyheter).

Iceland, a country of storytellers

think it’s a book about dresses, but it’s think it’s a book about dresses, but it’s 
actually a book about adventure and self-actually a book about adventure and self-
expression!expression!

Another book that I particularly Another book that I particularly 
enjoyed illustrating is enjoyed illustrating is Time to Move Time to Move 
South for WinterSouth for Winter, written by Clare Helen , written by Clare Helen 
Welsh and published by Nosy Crow. This Welsh and published by Nosy Crow. This 
is a book close to home and to my heart. is a book close to home and to my heart. 
We follow a young arctic tern through her We follow a young arctic tern through her 
migration from the Arctic to the Antarctic migration from the Arctic to the Antarctic 
and meet other migrating animals along and meet other migrating animals along 
the way.the way.

If you had told the seven-year-old If you had told the seven-year-old 
me, who was hanging off cliffs watching me, who was hanging off cliffs watching 
kittiwake chicks hatch, that she would kittiwake chicks hatch, that she would 
end up living in one of the biggest cities end up living in one of the biggest cities 
in the world, she might not have believed in the world, she might not have believed 
you.you.
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Eleanor Barraclough, Eleanor Barraclough, At Home With Odin. Embers of the Hands: Hidden At Home With Odin. Embers of the Hands: Hidden 
Histories of the Viking Age.Histories of the Viking Age. Published by Profile Books Ltd, Sept 2024. Published by Profile Books Ltd, Sept 2024.
Here is the Viking Age, filled with real people of different ages, genders and ethnicities, Here is the Viking Age, filled with real people of different ages, genders and ethnicities, 
as shown in the traces that they left behind not only in Norway, Denmark and Sweden, as shown in the traces that they left behind not only in Norway, Denmark and Sweden, 
but also in Iceland, Gbut also in Iceland, Greenland, parts of the British Isles, Continental Europe and Russia.reenland, parts of the British Isles, Continental Europe and Russia.

DenmarkDenmark

TF Chan,  TF Chan,  Louis Poulsen: First House of Light.Louis Poulsen: First House of Light.
Published by Phaidon Press, July 2024.Published by Phaidon Press, July 2024.
  
The story of the Danish design house, how it was first founded by Ludvig Raymond Poulsen The story of the Danish design house, how it was first founded by Ludvig Raymond Poulsen 
in 1874 (150 years ago),  how it was later transformed by the designer Poul Henningin 1874 (150 years ago),  how it was later transformed by the designer Poul Henningsen, sen, 
and how the design house has worked with some of the world’s most celebrated designand how the design house has worked with some of the world’s most celebrated designers ers 
and architects.and architects.

Hans Könnecke, Hans Könnecke, Sounds Good! Discover 50 Instruments, Sounds Good! Discover 50 Instruments, illustrated by  illustrated by  
Ole Könnecke. Published by Gecko Press, March 2024.Ole Könnecke. Published by Gecko Press, March 2024.
This book engagingly presents 50 common and uncommon musical instruments with This book engagingly presents 50 common and uncommon musical instruments with 
practical and curious facts that will spark interest in music of all kinds. Each instrument practical and curious facts that will spark interest in music of all kinds. Each instrument 
features a piece of music composed by an award-winning musicfeatures a piece of music composed by an award-winning musician, accessed via QR code.ian, accessed via QR code.  
Aspects of history, music theory and culture are lightly mixed with information about how Aspects of history, music theory and culture are lightly mixed with information about how 
instruments are made and played.instruments are made and played.

New books
ScandinaviaScandinavia

Heidi Amsinck, Back From the Dead. Published by Paperback Muswell Heidi Amsinck, Back From the Dead. Published by Paperback Muswell 
Press, April 2024.Press, April 2024.  
The third instalment in the award-winning crime fiction series featuring journalist Jensen The third instalment in the award-winning crime fiction series featuring journalist Jensen 
and detective inspector Jungersen—a classic Scandi Noir set in Copenhagen.and detective inspector Jungersen—a classic Scandi Noir set in Copenhagen.

IcelandIceland

The Cambridge History of Old Norse-Icelandic LiteratureThe Cambridge History of Old Norse-Icelandic Literature, edited by Heather , edited by Heather 
O'Donoghue and Eleanor Parker. Published by Cambridge University Press, O'Donoghue and Eleanor Parker. Published by Cambridge University Press, 
Feb 2024.Feb 2024.  
This is the ideal volume for specialists, students and general readers who want a fresh This is the ideal volume for specialists, students and general readers who want a fresh 
and authoritative guide to the literature of medieval Iceland and Norway. Internationally and authoritative guide to the literature of medieval Iceland and Norway. Internationally 
recognised experts offer the latest in-depth analysis of every significant genre. Together, recognised experts offer the latest in-depth analysis of every significant genre. Together, 
they provide a scholarly, readable and accessible overview of the whole field. they provide a scholarly, readable and accessible overview of the whole field. 
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NorwayNorway

Felix Falck-Naess, Felix Falck-Naess, The Holy Waffle,The Holy Waffle,
available to ‘read’ on https://felixfalck.com/The-Holy-waffle.available to ‘read’ on https://felixfalck.com/The-Holy-waffle.
TThe Holy Waffle is a photo book that captures ‘Scandinavism’ in the UK, he Holy Waffle is a photo book that captures ‘Scandinavism’ in the UK, 
centred around the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in London. It documents the centred around the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in London. It documents the 
daily life and community of Norwegians seeking a sense of homedaily life and community of Norwegians seeking a sense of home while a while abroad. broad. 
Felix Falck-Naess is a photographer and visual artist based in London and Oslo.Felix Falck-Naess is a photographer and visual artist based in London and Oslo.

Jon Fosse, Jon Fosse, Morning and Evening.Morning and Evening.  
Published by Fitzcarraldo Editions, Nov 2024. Published by Fitzcarraldo Editions, Nov 2024. 
A child named Johannes is born, and an old man named Johannes dies. Between these A child named Johannes is born, and an old man named Johannes dies. Between these 
points, an entire life is compressed. Morning and Evening explores the beautiful dream points, an entire life is compressed. Morning and Evening explores the beautiful dream 
that our lives have meaning.that our lives have meaning.
Jon Fosse was the winner of the 2023 Nobel Prize Jon Fosse was the winner of the 2023 Nobel Prize for Lfor Literature.iterature.

Johannes AnyuruJohannes Anyuru, , IxellesIxelles, translated by Nichola Smalley., translated by Nichola Smalley.
Published by Two LinesPublished by Two Lines Press, Oct 2024. Press, Oct 2024.
Ruth lives with her son, Em, by the sea, working in a high-paying job at the Agency, which Ruth lives with her son, Em, by the sea, working in a high-paying job at the Agency, which 
creates fictions to shape public opinion. Her peaceful life contrasts with a tragic past: her creates fictions to shape public opinion. Her peaceful life contrasts with a tragic past: her 
partner Mio was murdered before Em’s birth. A new assignment forces her back to her partner Mio was murdered before Em’s birth. A new assignment forces her back to her 
home town, where she must silence old connections as the government erases her past. home town, where she must silence old connections as the government erases her past. 
Then she finds a golden CD with a voice claiming to be Mio, speaking from a mysterious Then she finds a golden CD with a voice claiming to be Mio, speaking from a mysterious 
place. In Anyuru’s layered narrative, could there be any story in which Ruth and Mio place. In Anyuru’s layered narrative, could there be any story in which Ruth and Mio 
might be able to raise their son together?might be able to raise their son together?

Yrsa Sigurðardóttir, Yrsa Sigurðardóttir, Can’t Run, Can’t Hide: The gripping and terrifying Can’t Run, Can’t Hide: The gripping and terrifying 
new novel for fans of Stephen King (The Black Ice).new novel for fans of Stephen King (The Black Ice).
Published by Hodder & Stoughton, Nov 2024.Published by Hodder & Stoughton, Nov 2024.
Policeman Týr and forensic pathologist Iðunn are called to investigate a horrific crime Policeman Týr and forensic pathologist Iðunn are called to investigate a horrific crime 
scene.  As the case advances, harrowing secrets are revealed. Along with a young policeman scene.  As the case advances, harrowing secrets are revealed. Along with a young policeman 
Karó, the investigative team quicklyKaró, the investigative team quickly realise that the case forces them to face their own  realise that the case forces them to face their own 
suppressed past and opens a Pandora’s box unveiling suppressed past and opens a Pandora’s box unveiling much darker crimes.much darker crimes.

Jón Kalman Stefánsson, Your Absence is Darkness, translated by Philip Jón Kalman Stefánsson, Your Absence is Darkness, translated by Philip 
Roughton. Published by MacLehose Press, March 2024.Roughton. Published by MacLehose Press, March 2024.  
An epic tale spanning generations and revealing the past of those making a liviAn epic tale spanning generations and revealing the past of those making a living in the ng in the 
here and now.  The writer both participates in and observes the actions in the commuhere and now.  The writer both participates in and observes the actions in the community. nity. 
All comes together in the final part, the climax revealing what happened to all those lives All comes together in the final part, the climax revealing what happened to all those lives 
and loves.  And yet—there’s still a chance to make changes, to rewrite the story and and loves.  And yet—there’s still a chance to make changes, to rewrite the story and 
provide a happier ending.provide a happier ending.

SwedenSweden
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Ulrika Ewerman, Ulrika Ewerman, A Home – The World of Carl and Karin LarssonA Home – The World of Carl and Karin Larsson,,
translated by Ian Giles. Published by Bookmark Förlag, March, 2024.translated by Ian Giles. Published by Bookmark Förlag, March, 2024.
The simple timbered house, located in Sundborn in Dalarna, became Carl’s and Karin’s The simple timbered house, located in Sundborn in Dalarna, became Carl’s and Karin’s 
joint art project where their creative talents were brought together: she to produce a joint art project where their creative talents were brought together: she to produce a 
remarkably modern and personal home, with bold colours and innovative interior design remarkably modern and personal home, with bold colours and innovative interior design 
and he to eternalise it by his paintings. Today, Carl Larsson-gården is an icon within and he to eternalise it by his paintings. Today, Carl Larsson-gården is an icon within 
Scandinavian interior design and family life.Scandinavian interior design and family life.

The three books above have been translated by members of SELTA— The three books above have been translated by members of SELTA— Swedish-English 
Literary Translators’ Association, a member of CoScan.a member of CoScan.

David Lagercrantz, David Lagercrantz, Fatal GambitFatal Gambit, translated by Ian Giles., translated by Ian Giles.
Published by  MacLehose Press, Sep 2024.Published by  MacLehose Press, Sep 2024.
Fourteen years after Claire Lidman’s death, she inexplicably appears in the background Fourteen years after Claire Lidman’s death, she inexplicably appears in the background 
of a recent Venice holiday photo. Her husband turns to Hans Rekke and Micaela Vargas of a recent Venice holiday photo. Her husband turns to Hans Rekke and Micaela Vargas 
for answers. Though initially sceptical, they begin to believe something sinister might be for answers. Though initially sceptical, they begin to believe something sinister might be 
at play.at play.
David Lagercrantz is a Swedish journalist and bestselling writer, in particular known as the David Lagercrantz is a Swedish journalist and bestselling writer, in particular known as the 
author ofauthor of The Girl in the Spider’s Web The Girl in the Spider’s Web, the fourth instalment in the, the fourth instalment in the Millennium  Millennium series.series.

Åsa Larsson, The Sins of our Fathers (The Arctic Murders), translated by Åsa Larsson, The Sins of our Fathers (The Arctic Murders), translated by 
Frank Perry. Published by MacLehose Press, Oct 2023.Frank Perry. Published by MacLehose Press, Oct 2023.
Forensic pathologist Lars Pohjanen, with only weeks to live, asks Rebecka Martinsson Forensic pathologist Lars Pohjanen, with only weeks to live, asks Rebecka Martinsson 
to investigate a decades-old murder. A body found in a freezer at Henry Pekkari’s to investigate a decades-old murder. A body found in a freezer at Henry Pekkari’s 
home is identified as the father of Swedish Olympic boxing champion Börje Ström, who home is identified as the father of Swedish Olympic boxing champion Börje Ström, who 
disappeared in 1962. Despite her reluctance, Rebecka can’t ignore a dying man’s wish.disappeared in 1962. Despite her reluctance, Rebecka can’t ignore a dying man’s wish.

Congratulations to Frank Perry, whose translation of Åsa Larsson’s Congratulations to Frank Perry, whose translation of Åsa Larsson’s The The 
Sins of Our Fathers Sins of Our Fathers was shortlisted for this year’s Petrona Award. This was shortlisted for this year’s Petrona Award. This 
award recognises translated Scandinavian crime fiction published in the award recognises translated Scandinavian crime fiction published in the 
UK during the previous calendar year.UK during the previous calendar year.

In the end, the winner was In the end, the winner was Dead Men DancingDead Men Dancing by Jógvan Isaksen,  by Jógvan Isaksen, 
translated from Faroese by Marita Thomsen and published by Norvik translated from Faroese by Marita Thomsen and published by Norvik 
Press. (This book was included among the Danish Books in CoScan Press. (This book was included among the Danish Books in CoScan 
Magazine 2024/1.) The author receives a trophy, and both the author and Magazine 2024/1.) The author receives a trophy, and both the author and 
translator receive a cash prize.translator receive a cash prize.
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by Natasha Bradley

Manuscripts in DenmarkManuscripts in Denmark

At an absurdly early time in the morning At an absurdly early time in the morning 
on 10 August 2023, I dragged myself and on 10 August 2023, I dragged myself and 
my suitcases to the airport to embark on my suitcases to the airport to embark on 
my first ever trip to Scandinavia. As a my first ever trip to Scandinavia. As a 
doctoral student researching Old Norse doctoral student researching Old Norse 
literature, it is practically a rite of passage literature, it is practically a rite of passage 
to visit both Iceland and mainland to visit both Iceland and mainland 
Scandinavia. I had crossed off Iceland the Scandinavia. I had crossed off Iceland the 
year before, and now it was time to visit year before, and now it was time to visit 
Scandinavia. I arrived at Copenhagen Scandinavia. I arrived at Copenhagen 
airport and was immediately whiskairport and was immediately whisked off ed off 
to my accommodation by my very kind to my accommodation by my very kind 
(and eccentric!) Airbnb host, who had (and eccentric!) Airbnb host, who had 
generously offered to pick me up from generously offered to pick me up from 
the airport. the airport. 

After settling into my room, I set After settling into my room, I set 
out exploring. As I wandered around, out exploring. As I wandered around, 
I noticed that everything I’d seen I noticed that everything I’d seen 
so far felt distinctly Icelandic, even so far felt distinctly Icelandic, even 
down to the street names: Egilsgade, down to the street names: Egilsgade, 
Snorresgade, Bergthorasgade, for Snorresgade, Bergthorasgade, for 
example. These names have equivalents example. These names have equivalents 
in Reykjavík (Egilsgin Reykjavík (Egilsgataata, Snorrabraut, , Snorrabraut, 
and Bergþórugata) and are inspired by and Bergþórugata) and are inspired by 
characters or writers of Old Norse literary characters or writers of Old Norse literary 
works I know through my studies. For a works I know through my studies. For a 
second, I wondered if I’d ended up in the second, I wondered if I’d ended up in the 
wrong country. I soon learned, however, wrong country. I soon learned, however, 
that the area of Copenhagen I stayed in that the area of Copenhagen I stayed in 
was called Islands Brygge—the  perfect was called Islands Brygge—the  perfect 
base for an Old Norse scholar. base for an Old Norse scholar. 

In the subsequent days, I visited In the subsequent days, I visited 
several of Copenhagen’s landmarks: the several of Copenhagen’s landmarks: the 
little Mermaid sculpture, the Rosenborg little Mermaid sculpture, the Rosenborg 
Castle and the picturesque Nyhavn. I also Castle and the picturesque Nyhavn. I also 
visited the National Museum, which at visited the National Museum, which at 

the time had a special exhibition about the time had a special exhibition about 
the Vikings.the Vikings.

Here and on a later trip to a museum Here and on a later trip to a museum 
in Aarhus, I saw the great difference in in Aarhus, I saw the great difference in 
museology approaches between the UK museology approaches between the UK 
and Denmark, with the latter favouring and Denmark, with the latter favouring 
immersive experiences.immersive experiences.

But I was in Copenhagen to attend But I was in Copenhagen to attend 
a two-week advanced summer school a two-week advanced summer school 
on on Scandinavian manuscripts. The Scandinavian manuscripts. The 
Arnamagnæan Institute at the University Arnamagnæan Institute at the University 
of Copenhagen holds around half of the of Copenhagen holds around half of the 
world’s extant Old Norse manuscripts. world’s extant Old Norse manuscripts. 
Together with Háskoli Íslands in Together with Háskoli Íslands in 
Reykjavík, the university runs an annual Reykjavík, the university runs an annual 
summer schosummer school, ol, teaching students all teaching students all 
about these manuscripts and how to about these manuscripts and how to 
handle them. handle them. 

The Runestone Room at the National Museum The Runestone Room at the National Museum 
of Denmarkof Denmark




