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Message from the 
President 
Mark Elliott

It is my turn again to offer some 
reÀections on tKe state of CoScan and 
of tKe world.  -ust at tKe moment it is 
easier to be oStimistic about tKe former 
tKan tKe latter.  TKe Yery Sublic and well�
attended occasion for our Sresentation 
of tKe 2��� ,nternational Award to 
Sandi ToksYig, described elsewKere in 
tKis issue, must KaYe brougKt Sublic 
awareness of CoScan
s e[istence and 
aims to a new leYel.  TKis is largely due 
to tKe energy of Tony %ray, described 
as µ0arketing¶ in tKe committee
s list of 
resSonsibilities.  Tony Kas been building 
uS our Srofile witK great dedication and 
e[Sertise oYer tKe last couSle of years ² 
take a look at our website for eYidence 
of Kis sense of style.  Our 2��� A*0, 
Keld in tKe *reenwicK area of London 
in early 0ay, is tKe work of anotKer 
relatiYely�new committee member 
:endy Howell, wKo also Kas sKown 
great Srofessionalism and attention to 
detail in tKe SreSarations. At a time wKen 
many membersKiS organisations are 
suffering from decreasing interest and 
feeling tKe financial SincK, it is a Sleasure 
to reSort tKat CoScan is Kolding its own 
and looking towards a brigKt and actiYe 
future.

, wisK , could say tKe same about tKe 
wider Solitical scene. EYen ScandinaYians 
resident in tKis country, normally among 
tKe most comfortably�based and secure of 
all, KaYe recently been sKowing signs of 
disTuiet.  , doubt wKetKer we sKall KaYe 

acKieYed mucK more certainty, by tKe 
time tKis issue of tKe CoScan maga]ine is 
SublisKed, about tKe future status Kere of 
non�8. EuroSean nationals.  TKe terms 
of future trade between tKe 8. and its 
EuroSean Sartners will definitely not KaYe 
been settled, and tKe long�term Yiability 
of any 8.�based business Yenture will 
tKerefore remain in doubt.  TKis is not tKe 
Slace to debate tKe rigKts and wrongs of 
our referendum decision last -une to Tuit 
tKe EuroSean 8nion. ,t is still Sossible 
tKat our eYentual state may be better tKan 
tKe Sast, tKat fundamental cKange of tKe 
kind now SroSosed will generate a new 
sense of commitment and energy in tKis 
country.  %ut tKe way towards tKat goal 
is immensely comSle[, and meanwKile 
many of us in nortKern EuroSe �wKicK 
%ritain after all still is� will suffer from 
tKe uncertainty.

Of one tKing , remain certain.  
SSeaking at tKe ,nternational Award 
ceremony in 0arcK, , asserted tKat µour 
Sart of nortKern EuroSe contains more 
sanity and good sense tKan any otKer 
Sart of tKe world¶. TKat may be only a 
relatiYe Mudgement. %ut eYents in tKe 
0iddle East, in 1ortK Asia, in tKe 8nited 
States and 5ussia, continue to alarm.  
1ew uncertainties abound, but in terms 
of relatiYe social eTuality and national 
KaSSiness, tKe 1ordic countries continue 
to come out on toS.  ,n our small way, let 
us all do wKat we can to keeS tKe world 
sane.
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Dane Sandi Toksvig – CoScan International Award 2017

3eter :rigKt¶s insSired creation of tKe 
CoScan ,nternational Award Kas come 
a long way in a couSle of decades.  On 
Sunday �2 0arcK we Sresented tKis 
year¶s award to Sandi ToksYig before 
an audience of ���� or so in tKe 5oyal 
)estiYal Hall in London, wKo resSonded 
by giYing Ker a standing oYation.  SKe 
aSSeared to relisK Ker arriYal on a list 
of reciSients wKicK includes a city, a 
telescoSe and a bridge.

:Ky Sandi" wKo is sKe" ,n :ikiSedia, 
sKe is described as a 'anisK�%ritisK 

Sandi Toks vig with the CoScan International Award 2017.   P res ident M ark E lliott and Chairman E va 
R ob ards , who pres ented the award, on each s ide of her.                3Koto� Alice %oagey, SoutKbank

by Mark Elliott

comedian, writer, actor, Sresenter and 
Sroducer on %ritisK radio and teleYision, 
and a Solitical actiYist.  %orn in 
'enmark to a 'anisK fatKer and %ritisK 
motKer, sKe was at scKool in England 
and was tKen outstandingly successful 
botK academically and in tKe ligKt 
entertainment sSKere at Cambridge.  
Among Ker acKieYements since ² 
books, Slays, a musical, newsSaSer 
columns ² it is radio and teleYision 
wKicK Kas SerKaSs brougKt Ker tKe widest 
degree of Sublic affection, most recently 

News
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for tKe 1ews 4ui] on %%C radio and tKe 
teleYision sKow 4,.  Her O%E in 2��� 
was µfor serYices to broadcasting¶.

Humour is only one of Sandi¶s 
Tualities.  TKe occasion of our 
Sresentation was SoutKbank Centre¶s 
seYentK :O: ² :omen of tKe :orld 
)estiYal, wKicK now e[tends oYer fiYe 
continents and twenty maMor cities. EacK 
year Sandi Kas Sresided oYer an eYening 
of music and comedy, 0irtK Control, 
tKis year subtitled µ... *oes 1ordic¶ in 
tune witK SoutKbank Centre¶s year�long 
e[Sloration of 1ordic arts and culture, 
1ordic 0atters in 2���.  TKere was 
Slenty of ScandinaYian�ness ² a bit of 
hygge, some e[traordinarily Sowerful 
SwedisK cow�calling like yodelling 
gone wild, Slenty of A%%A witK singers 
including Anne Sofie Yon Otter.  Sandi¶s 
ScandinaYian roots matter to Ker, we felt.

TKe SrinciSal underlying cause of tKe 
wKole festiYal, tKougK, is celebrating 
tKe acKieYements and camSaigns of 
women.  -ude .elly C%E, founder of 
:O: and Artistic 'irector of SoutKbank 
Centre, writes in tKe introduction to 
tKe Srogramme� µ)emale Yoices KaYe 
become immensely Sowerful as a force 
for SositiYe cKange worldwide¶.  :Ken 
we met Sandi before tKe sKow, sKe told 
us at once tKat tKe orcKestra and tKe 
2���strong cKoir were entirely female.  
TKe 0irtK Control eYent, like tKose of 
SreYious years, contained a section of 
obituary, celebrating tKe acKieYements 
of women in many walks of life wKo 
KaYe died during tKe last year.  TKere 

were references at Yarious Soints during 
tKe eYening to tKe discrimination against 
women, and tKreats to tKeir basic rigKts, 
wKicK remain widesSread.  Sandi did, 
after all, set uS tKe 8.¶s :omen¶s 
ETuality 3arty at tKe :O: festiYal in 
2���.

,t is tKis comSle[ and energetic 
Sersonality wKicK led us to tKink of Sandi 
as a Sossible reciSient of tKe CoScan 
,nternational Award.  Her fatKer, Claus 
ToksYig, was a Sowerful and widely�
resSected 'anisK figure botK in %ritain 
and tKe 8nited States ² Mournalist, 
broadcaster and Solitician.  Certainly 
in tKis generation tKere must be Yery 
many in %ritain for wKom tKe name of 
Sandi ToksYig would come first wKen 
asked to identify a 'ane.  TKe CoScan 
,nternational Award is, among otKer 
tKings, for tKose  µ...wKo KaYe caused 
tKe %ritisK« to Yiew >ScandinaYia@ witK 
eYen greater affection and resSect¶.  TKat 
Sandi ToksYig certainly Kas done ² and 
not Must because we loYe anybody wKo 
sKares our sense of Kumour.  Addressing 
tKe 5oyal )estiYal Hall audience on �2 
0arcK after our Sresentation, sKe sSoke 
of Ker 'anisK grandmotKer, a member 
of tKe resistance in tKe Second :orld 
:ar, wKo risked Ker life and tKose of 
Ker cKildren to KelS facilitate tKe escaSe 
of tKe 'anisK -ews to Sweden� and said  
µ,n tKese dark times wKere we must 
constantly battle against unkindness or 
indifference to tKose in trouble, , dedicate 
tKis to Ker and KoSe tKat Ker sSirit runs 
tKrougK me in eYerytKing , try to do¶.

News
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Greenwich 2017

TKis year¶s Annual *eneral 0eeting, 
on � 0ay, gaYe reSresentatiYes of nine 
CoScan member societies an oSSortunity 
to Yisit *reenwicK in soutK�east London 
and enMoy tKe generous and KigKly 
efficient KosSitality of :endy and CKris 
Howell.  

As Kas become tKe Sattern for non�
oYerseas traYel years, we assembled on 
tKe )riday eYening and met eacK otKer 
again oYer a drink and some amSle solid 
refresKment couSled witK a ligKt�Kearted 
but comSreKensiYe briefing on tKe local 
area¶s Kistory and sigKts.

Saturday gaYe most of us an 
oSSortunity for some brisk walking in 
*reenwicK 3ark �witK freTuent crossings 
of tKe *reenwicK 0eridian� and an 

e[Sertly�guided tour of tKe Cutty Sark 
and some of tKe fine :ren buildings 
nearby, before dining in a local TurkisK 
restaurant.

TKe A*0 itself was Keld on tKe 
Sunday morning, and tKe minutes KaYe 
been circulated to indiYidual and society 
members of CoScan.  TKe meeting 
reYiewed eYents of tKe Sast year, and 
looked forward to tKe future� more of 
tKis in tKe ne[t issue, but it is wortK 
mentioning Kere tKat our target for tKe 
2��� Conference A*0 is )inland, 
almost certainly Helsinki, as in 2��� but 
on tKat occasion a large Sart of our stay 
was occuSied witK a day�triS to Tallinn in 
Estonia.  :endy Howell, of tKe E[ecutiYe 
Committee, Kas agreed to take on tKe 
Slanning for Helsinki 2���, to tKe deligKt 
of us all after tKe resounding success of 
*reenwicK tKis year. 

Participants , at Cu tty Sark,  in front of the larges t collection of merchant 
navy figureheads in the world.       3Koto� CKris Howell

by Mark Elliott

News
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The Viking Society for Northern Research 

TKe 9iking Society for 1ortKern 
5esearcK was founded in London in 
���2. Originally a literary society, it 
began life as µTKe Orkney, SKetland and 
1ortKern Society¶, tKen later cKanged its 
name to µTKe 9iking Club. Society for 
1ortKern 5esearcK¶ as its Sublications, 
SrinciSally tKe Orkney and Shetland 
Miscellany and Saga-Book, became 
more learned. )inally, by ����, tKe name 
µ9iking Society for 1ortKern 5esearcK¶ 
was acceSted and settled uSon and so it 
Kas been called eYer since.

TKe Society¶s Sublication r{le also 
e[Sanded witK tKe introduction of a 
te[t, translation and monograSK series 
inaugurated by tKe Sublication in ���2 
of The Life and Death of Cormac the 
Scald �Kormáks saga Kolbrúnarskáld�, 
translated by :. *. Collingwood and -yn 
Stefinsson. TKe Society Kad a somewKat 
temSestuous e[istence botK financially 
and socially oYer mucK of tKe succeeding 

century but still managed to assist in 
tKe establisKment of tKe 'eSartment of 
ScandinaYian Studies at tKe 8niYersity 
of London, in tKe Srocess donating its 
own library as tKe seed collection for 
tKe new deSartmental library. And tKen, 
furtKermore, finding tKe SaSer and Srinter 
to Sroduce a translation of Guðmundar 
saga Arasonar ² The Life of Gudmund 
the Good, translated by * TurYille�3etre 
and E. S. Ols]ewska ² during tKe KeigKt 
of :orld :ar Two in ���2.

1ow, KoweYer, settled into a KealtKy 
old age, tKe Society continues to be one 
of tKe leading SublisKers of medieYal 
ScandinaYian te[ts and translations in tKe 
world and SublisKes 8niYersity College¶s 
'orotKea Coke 0emorial Lectures in 
its Mournal, Saga-Book. TKe Society also 
Kolds tKree meetings a year at wKicK a 
lecture is Sresented. TKe meetings follow 
tKe academic year, Autumn and SSring 
terms at 8niYersity College in London 

5ita 3ike, npe Hulgaard and wife of 
1orman 3ike �Treasurer of CoScan for 
many years�, died on )riday � ASril. 
5ita was a member of tKe strong 'anisK 
and S.OL contingent always to be seen 
at CoScan conferences and meetings. 
'esSite ill�KealtK in recent years sKe 
continued to be a cKeerful and friendly 
Sresence. SKe will be greatly missed.

Scandinavian Klubb of Lincolnshire (SKOL)

by David Reid

Societies
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and eacK Summer term at a different 
%ritisK uniYersity. An Annual 'inner is 
Keld at tKe Autumn meeting and tKe A*0 
in tKe Summer term. ScKolarly suSSort 
is also SroYided witK an annual student 
conference, disbursement of Sri]es to 
students at %ritisK uniYersities, a fund to 
offer researcK grants to graduate students 
and indeSendent scKolars and tKe annual 
awarding of tKe 3eter )oote 0emorial 
%ursary to Sostgraduate students in 
%ritain and ,reland to assist tKem in 
undertaking study or researcK abroad.

Society membersKiS is oSen to all and 
no academic Tualification is reTuired or 
necessary ² altKougK an abiding interest 
in all tKings medieYal and 1orse is 
recommended�

SubscriStion and aSSlication details 
can be found on tKe Society¶s website, 
www.Ysnr.org.

Letter from a reader

H.... E. R.–  . O – – –
He saw the Spitfires bank, flame
over the Forth, knew the urge
to be a hero. So he grew a bit
enlisted on the dot of sixteen
and left by the Clyde, gliding out
beyond the sheltered neck of water,
stood to attention on the top deck
bound for manhood and Archangel. 
Abandon ship!  Filled to the gunnels
with necessity, lifeblood of convoy PQ17.
But not before the vital codes were scuppered,
hauled over tilting sides in three great chests
each one heavier than a sodden corpse. 

Intermittent taps
staccato breaths
refrigerated marrow
dot-dash-splash
pneu-mon-iaaaaaaaaaaaaa.

a long slow haul to
Bletchley Park. 

0ike and , and are members of tKe 
1orwegian ScottisK Association �1SA� 
in EdinburgK and seYeral years ago -im 
Osler gaYe tKe Association a wonderfully 
diYerse and interesting talk about Kis 
0ercKant 1aYy e[Serience on tKe Arctic 
ConYoy.

%ecause of Kis communications 
e[Sertise Ke was seconded to %letcKley 
3ark. He was in regular contact witK 
5esistance figKters in 1orway and was 
eYentually Konoured witK tKe 8sKakoY 
medal.

 Anne Connolly

F rom Love  in a Mist by Anne Connolly 
5ed STuirrel 3ress, 0orSetK, 2��� 

Societies
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The rise and rise of Finnish maestros
by Edward Clark, President of United Kingdom Sibelius Society (UKSS)

All roads lead to 5ome� 1eYer was a truer 
word said wKen contemSlating tKe rise 
and rise of )innisK conducting maestros 
oYer tKe Sast few decades.

Sibelius began tKis road�building 
Srogramme by becoming one of tKe 
greatest and most famous comSosers of 
Kis generation in tKe world. )inland, a 
country of Must oYer fiYe million SeoSle, 
sSotted, nurtured and ultimately rewarded 
Sibelius as tKe country¶s most famous 
son botK in and outside of )inland. 

TKe only otKer contender inside )inland 
was )ield 0arsKal, later 3resident, 
0annerKeim, a figure mucK less well 
known in tKe international arena.

A localised 0usic ,nstitute in Helsinki 
was renamed tKe Sibelius Academy 
long before tKe great man died. TKis 
refurbisKed learning centre was fed by 
generous goYernment funding witKin 
tKe general arena of an enligKtened State 
education system. %ut tKis does not 
really e[Slain tKe e[traordinary rise of 

a Surely national conducting talent Sool, 
conTuering tKe world in sucK definitiYe 
form in tKe second Kalf of tKe 2�tK century. 
TKe reason, surely, is tKe insSiration of 
KaYing Sibelius as a role model for many 
asSiring )innisK musicians.

TKere were earlier signs of international 
fame among )innisK conductors. 5obert 
.aManus, wKo became Sibelius¶s greatest 
contemSorary cKamSion, was botK a 
comSoser �tKougK Tuickly dwarfed 
by Sibelius� and conductor. His early 
����s recordings made in London are 
fresKly minted in a suSerb bo[ set of 
C's, entitled Jean Sibelius. Historical 
Recordings and Rarities 1928-1945 on 

tKe :arner Classics label �reYiewed in 
tKe 8.SS -anuary 2��� 1ewsletter�. 
Sibelius¶s brotKer�in�law Armas -lrnefelt 
was anotKer international maestro, as 
was *eorg ScKnpeYoigKt, wKo gaYe 
tKe reYised Lemminkäinen Suite (Four 
Legends) Sremiere in 1ew <ork in ���� 

Je an Sib eliu s

R ob ert Kaj anu s

Language & culture
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Sibelius, a reSutation wKicK continues to 
tKis day. He is also tKe comSoser of oYer 
2�� symSKonies� ,nterestingly all tKree 
began as Yiolinists. TKere is a wonderful 
recording on tKe SwedisK %,S C' label 
of .amu and Segerstam Slaying tKe %acK 
'ouble 9iolin Concerto.

A sligKtly younger generation Tuickly 
establisKed international fame. Esa�
3ekka Salonen, -ukka�3ekka Saraste, 
Sakari Oramo, -oKn Storgnrds and Osmo 
9lnskl are among tKose best known 
to international audiences, all of tKem 
welcome regular Yisitors to tKe 8.. 
,ndeed tKey KaYe or KaYe Kad official 
aSSointments witK Yarious %ritisK 
orcKestras.

All tKe aboYe�mentioned, witK tKe 
e[ceStion of Salonen, KaYe recorded 
KigKly regarded Sibelius symSKony 
cycles. %ut tKey are not limited in 
reSertoire� Salonen Sroduced and 
conducted a StraYinsky )estiYal in 
London last year� Saraste is a freTuent 
Yisitor often Serforming %ruckner, and 
mucK contemSorary music� Oramo leads 
tKe %%C SymSKony OrcKestra eacK 
season as 0usic 'irector� and Storgnrds 
and 9lnskl KaYe recently giYen KigKly 
acclaimed Sibelius symSKony cycles in 
0ancKester and London resSectiYely. 
All conduct EnglisK music. 9lnskl¶s 
%eetKoYen symSKony cycle, witK Kis 
0innesota SymSKony OrcKestra, is 
KigKly regarded on tKe %,S label.

1ew, younger talents continue 
to emerge witK tKe names of Hannu 
Lintu, 0ikko )ranck, 3ietari ,nkinen 
and Susanna 0llkki �by no means tKe 
only female� Srominent to international 
audiences.

and wKose liYe concert recordings of tKe 
)ourtK SymSKony and Luonnotar from 
tKe 5oyal Albert Hall, London, on a Sre�
war tour are now tKe stuff of folk�lore. 
%otK conductors are reSresented on tKis 
new bo[ set. Among otKer notable )inns 
wKo conducted widely abroad, including 
tKe 8SA, were Tauno Hanniklinen, 1ils�
Eric )ougstedt �botK of wKom Serformed 
at Sibelius¶s funeral in �����, Simon 
3armet and Sibelius¶s son�in�law -ussi 
-alas.

%ut tKe Àood gates really oSened 
witK Sost�war talent. TKe autKor�
scKolar 5obert Layton wrote in ���� 
tKat Sibelius¶s reSutation in tKe 8. 
Kad reacKed its nadir, due to a backlasK 
against Kis long establisKed music in 
faYour of tKe newly Sromoted �by tKe 
%%C amongst otKers� modernist style of 
StockKausen, 3ierre %oule] and many 
otKers. Among tKe new talent was tKe 
conductor 3aaYo %erglund, wKose ���� 
centenary concert �symSKonies � and �� 
at tKe 5oyal )estiYal Hall, London, witK 
tKe %ournemoutK SymSKony OrcKestra 
still burns in my memory. His subseTuent 
E0, recordings of tKe symSKony cycle, 
Kullervo and many otKer works really 
did cKange tKe reSutation for tKe better of 
Sibelius, and not only in tKe 8.. 

%erglund was tKe international 
trail bla]er not only for Sibelius but 
also for a wKole generation of )innisK 
conductors. TKe young Okko .amu 
won tKe first ,nternational Herbert Yon 
.araMan Conducting ComSetition in  
���� and Kis Sri]e was to record tKe 
Second SymSKony for tKe '* label. 
Leif Segerstam also emerged at tKis time 
as a ratKer sSectacular interSreter of 

Language & culture
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One name must be mentioned as tKe 
insSirer of many if not most of tKese 
maestros� -orma 3anula. He can be Keard 
in Kis recording for tKe 1a[os label of 
Kullervo, but Kis reSutation is founded on 
Kis conducting �often master� classes, at 
tKe Sibelius Academy, for tKe generations 
tKat followed on from %erglund. :itKout 
Kis diligence and autKority it is doubtful 
if sucK raSid Srogress could KaYe been 

acKieYed by so many students under Kis 
care �many of tKe aboYe�mentioned for 
instance�. To connoisseurs Ke is a legend 
in Kis life time.

You can join the UKSS by contacting Edward 
Clark on ainola@blueyonder.co.uk. The latest 
biannual Newsletter has a memoir on the 
mid-20th century Finnish maestro, Nils-Erik 
Fougstedt written by his daughter Christina 
Arni (www.sibeliussociey.info).

Collage by EYa 5obards

Simon Parmet, 
Ju kka-Pekka Saras te 
O s mo Vän s kä  
Ju s s i Jal as

Paavo B erglu nd
Tau no H annikäi nen 
H annu  L intu

M ikko Franck 
Joh n Storgår ds  
Jor ma Panu la 
Armas  Jär nefelt ( s tamp)  
Georg Schné evoight

O kko Kamu  
E s a-Pekka Salonen 
Su s anna M äl kki

Sakari O ramo 
Nils -E rik Fou gs tedt 
L eif Segers tam 
Pietari Inkinen
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by Dr Nicholas J. Evans

As AarKus began to celebrate its year as 
tKe 2��� EuroSean City of Culture, on � 
-anuary 2���, Hull marked tKe beginning 
of its year as 8. City of Culture witK 
a series of KigKly Yisual and effectiYe 
multimedia SroMections to sKowcase its 
own uniTue story. TKemed µ0ade in 
Hull¶, it told tKe story of Hull during 
tKe Sast �� years. :ell�known tKemes 
including Hull¶s ricK maritime Keritage 
were told alongside recent sSorting and 
cultural successes, and tKe Sort¶s ties witK 
EuroSe were also Srominently disSlayed. 
*iYen tKat �� Sercent of tKe city¶s 
electorate Kad so recently Yoted to e[it 
tKe EuroSean 8nion, it was surSrising 
Kow mucK Hull¶s Sast connections witK 
ScandinaYia were being used to launcK 
tKe city¶s KigK Srofile year. <et wKilst tKe 
SoSulation of Hull may KaYe seemingly 
turned its back on tKe EuroSean 8nion, 
relations witK 'enmark, Sweden, 
1orway, ,celand and )inland look set to 
occuSy an increasingly central Slace in 
tKe way tKe city frames its Sast.

Situated on tKe conÀuence of tKe 
riYers Hull and Humber, Hull Kas a 
Sroud and ricK maritime Keritage bound 
uS witK tKe sKared fortunes of 1ordic 
EuroSe. Aside from tKe legacy of 
ancient 9iking settlement in tKe Yicinity 
of Hull ² e[Slaining wKy so many of 
tKe Slace names in tKe area end in by 
² tKe recent launcK of tKe µEngland¶s 
,mmigrants 'atabase¶ by tKe 8niYersity 
of <ork reYealed tKat tKe number of 

Scandinavia’s cultural ties with 
the UK City of Culture

alien mercKants from 1ordic EuroSe, 
esSecially 'enmark and ,celand, liYing 
in Hull from tKe ����s onwards, was 
more significant tKan any otKer region of 
EuroSe �see www.englandsimmigrants.
com�. TKe Sort¶s Kistoric ties witK 
Holland KaYe been celebrated since tKe 
*lorious 5eYolution of ����, wKen 
tKe townsfolk suSSorted tKe 'utcK 
StadtKolder :illiam ,,, in becoming 
.ing of England, but its ties witK 1ordic 
EuroSe KaYe also remained increasingly 
imSortant to Hull¶s commercial, cultural 
and maritime traditions. )or e[amSle, at 

Family migrating throu gh H u ll.      3Koto� 1.  EYans
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tKe royal oSening of tKe Albert 'ock in 
���� tKe 'anisK�born 3rincess of :ales 
�and future 4ueen Ale[andra� was met by 
delegations of 'anisK�sSeaking citi]ens 
of tKe town.  ,n recent decades Hull 
Kas increasingly SoSulated ciYic sSaces 
witK statues and otKer forms of Keritage 
markers to remind Yisitors and citi]ens 
alike of asSects of tKe Sort�city¶s Sast, 
and tKis Sublic Keritage Kas increasingly 
included ties to ScandinaYia, tKanks in 
Sart to work by tKis autKor in researcKing 
Hull¶s migrant Sast at tKe 8niYersity of 
Hull. 

Since tKe millennium Hull¶s Kistoric 
role as a conduit for 'anisK, SwedisK, 
1orwegian and )innisK transmigrants 
² i.e. tKose EuroSeans en route to tKe 
8SA, Canada and Latin America Yia 
tKe Sorts of LiYerSool, *lasgow, and 

SoutKamSton ² Kas been marked by 
a statue commemorating ScandinaYian 
emigrants. A SlaTue to tKe former lodging 
Kouse managed by Harry La]arus was 
unYeiled in 2���. His second wife 
'ina, born in 'enmark, Slayed a key 
role in accommodating ScandinaYian 
clientele. And in 2���, tKe former 
)innisK Ambassador to %ritain, His 
E[cellency 3ekka HuKtaniemi, unYeiled 
a SlaTue marking tKe former location of 
tKe Hull�based offices of -oKn *ood and 
Sons wKo SroYided sKiSSing serYices 
and SassSorts for )innisK residents and 
emigrants during tKe late nineteentK and 
early twentietK centuries. 0ost recently, 
tKis celebration of 1ordic ties Kas 
e[Sanded to include Hull¶s regal ties witK 
1orway in tKe form of a new Lord 0ayor 
centenary SlaTue at tKe former salon of 

Proj ection on the Deep of migration throu gh H u ll.       3Koto� 1.  EYans
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Hull�based Couturier 0adame Emily 
ClaSKam. ClaSKam¶s most illustrious 
client was 4ueen 0aud of 1orway. EYen 
tKe Hull�born aYiator Amy -oKnson, 
marked in tKe city of Ker birtK by a statue 
since ���2, Kas been aSSroSriated by an 
arts festiYal. :Kilst tKe 'anisK origins of 
Ker grandfatKer were long oYersKadowed 
by tKe fact sKe was born in tKe Keart of 
Hull¶s self�styled µfisKing Yillage¶, Ker 
'anisK Keritage Kas been discussed more 
widely in tKe Amy -oKnson festiYal Keld 
between -uly and SeStember 2��� �KttS���
amyMoKnsonfestiYal.co.uk��.

Hull¶s migrant story fitted in witK 
tKe longer�term economic regeneration 
of tKe area� Hull was to be Sromoted as 
a Sioneering city, a gateway to EuroSe. 
<et of eTual imSortance is often wKat 
is not told, ratKer tKan wKat is, in Sost�
industrial landscaSes of cities sucK as 
Hull. )or a time, tKe city conYeniently 
airbrusKed its former role as a maMor 
fisKing Sort, a Sosition decimated by tKe 
Cod :ars of tKe ����s after wKicK E8 
fisKing rigKts SreYented local trawlers 
KarYesting ,celand¶s stocks of fisK. ,n 
recent years sucK cultural diSlomacy Kas 
increased witK tKe unYeiling of tKe 9tk 
statue, by ,celandic )oreign 0inister 
9algerèur SYerrisdyttir in 2���. TKe 
co�erection of matcKing statues in Hull 
and 9tk, sSonsored by ,celandic and 
%ritisK comSanies and suSSorted by tKe 
%ritisK, ,celandic and local goYernments, 
emSKasised tKe sKared fisKing Keritage 
witK ScandinaYia. 'iSlomatically it 
reconciled an awkward Sart of tKe recent 
Sast by SroMecting a sKared Yision of 
tKe future, ignoring tKe fact tKat tKe 
collaSse of tKe fisKing industry caused 
immeasurable damage to economic 
conditions in tKe city during tKe last two 
decades of tKe twentietK century.

SurSrisingly tKen, tKe city celebrated 
tKe beginning of tKe City of Culture by 
marking tKree of tKe aforementioned 
stories in a maMor Yisual art installation. 
µ0ade in Hull¶, a series of nine 
installations across tKe city curated 
by award�winning Sean 0cAllister, 
deSicted tKe legacy of tKe Cod :ars 
witK ,celand, Amy -oKnson¶s ÀigKts to 
Australia and Hull¶s role as an emigrant 
Sort from ScandinaYia. 3oignantly tKe Statu e of Amy Joh ns on.        3Koto� 1.  EYans
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latter SroMection called µArriYals and 
'eSartures¶, SroMected onto Hull¶s 
aTuarium µTKe 'eeS¶, told tKe story of 
Hull as a gateway from 1ordic EuroSe tKat 
included immigrants and transmigrants. 
Situated oSSosite tKe Kistoric landing 
stage wKere medieYal mercKants Kad 
once arriYed from 'enmark and ,celand, 
and near to tKe former 9ictoria 'ock 
wKere transmigrants and immigrants 
arriYed from )inland, images of former 
Yessels belonging to Det Forenede 
Dampskibselskab �')'S� and Finska 
Ångfartygs Aktiebolaget �)cA�, 
wKicK transSorted oYer 2.2 million 
ScandinaYian migrants, were sKown 
to an estimated ���,��� SeoSle.
 TKe 
centrality of tKe moYement of goods, 
SeoSle and ideas from ScandinaYia to 
Hull¶s e[Sansion was finally celebrated, 
alongside sSecially comSosed music and 
tKe inclusion of key names and surnames 
of famous ScandinaYians wKo Kad ties 
witK Hull¶s Sast.

0ost recently Slans for tKe City¶s 
Keritage KaYe included a full�scale coSy 
of Amy -oKnson¶s *ySsy 0otK Slane 
and a fortKcoming e[Kibition at Hull 
0aritime 0useum marking tKe Cod 
:ars from botK %ritisK and ,celandic 
SersSectiYes. <et SerKaSs, as 3ekka 
HuKtaniemi obserYed at tKe unYeiling of 
tKe SlaTue to Hull¶s )innisK Keritage in 
2���, cultural diSlomacy will continue 
to Slay an increasingly imSortant role 
in tKe future Slans of %ritisK towns and 
cities like Hull as %re[it becomes a 
Solitical reality. One tKing is certain, it 
is now imSossible to Yisit tKe 8. City 
of Culture and not be aware of tKe Sort¶s 
Sroud ties witK 1ordic EuroSe. 3erKaSs 

1orway¶s status as being outside of tKe 
E8 bodes well for future commercial 
ties. EitKer way tKe effects of oYer a 
tKousand years of migrant ties between 
tKe nortK�eastern Sort and ScandinaYia 
remain as imSortant today as at any 
time in tKe Sast, and reSresent a form of 
cultural connection central to EuroSean 
commercial ties in tKe years aKead. 


TKe autKor was academic adYiser to µArriYals and 
'eSartures¶ created by tKe artist Simon :ainwrigKt. 
AutKorities reSort tKat ��2,��� Yisited tKe 0ade in 
Hull installations during tKe first week of 2���. 

Dr Nicholas Evans is Lecturer in Diaspora 
History at the University of Hull. His 
forthcoming essay, ‘The Making of a 
Mosaic: Migration and the Port-city of 
Kingston upon Hull’ appears in a book 
marking the 2017 UK City of Culture entitled 
Hull — Culture, City, Place published 
by the University of Liverpool Press in 
April 2017. This paper draws upon two 
presentations he made to the York Anglo-
Scandinavian Society in 2016. Further 
papers by him concerning Scandinavian 
migration through Hull can be found on 
his University webpage: www2.hull.ac.uk/
fass/history/our-staff/nicholas-evans.aspx  
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2017: the year the Vikings return
by Peter Addyman

2��� brings good news for all 
tKose interested in tKe imSact tKat 
ScandinaYians Kad on %ritain in tKe 
9iking Age.  <ork¶s world�famous -orYik 
9iking Centre, wKicK set out tKe story 
of tKe 9ikings¶ nortKern EnglisK caSital, 
was inundated in tKe catastroSKic Àoods 
tKat Kit tKe city on %o[ing 'ay 2���. TKe 
Àoods destroyed tKe disSlays, tKougK 
KaSSily none of tKe original artefacts, 
wKicK were eYacuated  according to tKe 
Centre¶s emergency Slan as tKe Àoods 
rose. TKe disSlays KaYe since been 
comSletely reconstructed and tKe Centre 

and its story µre�imagined¶ ² bringing 
uS to date our knowledge of 9iking <ork.  
-orYik 9iking Centre in its new form re�
oSened to tKe Sublic on � ASril.  Since 
tKe Centre first oSened in ���� oYer �� 
million SeoSle KaYe Sassed tKrougK its 
Sortals.  TKere is eYery indication tKat tKe 
re�imagined -orYik, witK its new take on 
9iking <ork, will continue to introduce 
large numbers of Yisitors ² and new 
generations of cKildren ² to tKe stirring 
story of tKe imSact ScandinaYian settlers 
Kad on tKe origins of town life in England. 

Children before (above) and after (right) flooding 
in 2015.
3rinted witK Sermission of <ork ArcKaeological Trust
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TKere is a second reason for tKose 
interested in 9iking culture to Yisit <ork 
in 2���.

TKe <orksKire 0useum, wKicK Kolds 
England¶s second largest collection of 
9iking�age artefacts, Kas deYeloSed a 
collaboration witK tKe %ritisK 0useum, 
tKat Kolds tKe nation¶s largest collection.  
TogetKer tKey KaYe designed a sSecial 
e[Kibition 9,.,1*� ',SCO9E5 THE 
LE*E1' wKicK will run at tKe <orksKire 
0useum in <ork from �� 0ay until 
� 1oYember 2���, bringing togetKer 
some of tKe finest treasures from botK 
collections. :Kat did it mean to be a 
9iking"  :Kat did a 9iking look like"

How KaYe recent finds, including 
marYellous metal detectorists¶ finds like 
tKe 9ale of <ork Hoard and tKe %edale 

Hoard, cKanged our Yiew of tKe 9iking 
world" TKese are some of tKe tKemes in 
tKe new e[Kibition.

A Riverine Site Near York: 
         A Viking camp of the 870s
by Gareth Williams 
TKe site known today as A 5iYerine Site 
1ear <ork �A5S1<� was discoYered 
in tKe ����s by metal detectorists, wKo 
worked on tKe site for a number of years, 
witK tKe Sermission of tKe landowner and 
tenants. ,n late 2��� tKey discoYered a 
concentration of Anglo�Sa[on coins and 
artefacts, in close Sro[imity to a number 
of clencK�nails. %elieYing tKat tKe first 
grouS constituted a Koard, and tKerefore 
Srobably Treasure, tKey reSorted tKis. 
TKe clencK�nails also gaYe rise to tKe 
initial interSretation tKat tKe find could 
be Sart of a 9iking boat burial, altKougK 

tKis was Tuickly discounted.  TKe finders 
also Kanded oYer for recording a number 
of iron obMects discoYered on tKe site, and 
later a larger grouS of coins and weigKts, 
altKougK many of tKe earlier finds from 
tKe site Kad already been disSersed. 

TKe landowner agreed to tKe 
inYestigation of tKe site, on tKe condition 
tKat its location remained anonymous 
�Kence tKe A5S1< nickname in Slace 
of a SroSer name�. ,t was decided 
tKat tKe <ork ArcKaeological Trust 
would carry out an e[amination of 
tKe site in collaboration witK EnglisK 

9,.,1*� ',SCO9E5 THE 
LE*E1' will  tour tKe country 
after it closes in <ork in 1oYember. 

Y ork, <orksKire 0useum� 
�� 0ay ± � 1oYember
Nottingham, 'Manogly *allery, 
8niYersity of 1ottingKam� 
2� 1oYember 2���± � 0arcK 2���
Sou thport, TKe Atkinson� 
�� 0arcK 2��� ± � -une 2���
Ab erdeen, Aberdeen Art *allery� 
2� -une 2��� ± �� 1oYember 2��� 
Norwich, 1orwicK Castle 0useum� 
)ebruary 2��� ± SeStember 2���
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Heritage and tKe %ritisK 0useum. 
TKis included limited e[caYations, 
togetKer witK toSograSKic, geoSKysical 
and geoarcKaeological surYeys, tKe 
analysis of aerial SKotograSKs, airborne 
laser altimetry �Lidar� and Airborne 
TKematic 0aSSer �AT0� data, and an 
assessment of otKer arcKaeological and 
Kistorical data. TKe finds discoYered in 
tKe e[caYations were also considered 
togetKer witK tKose SreYiously made by 
tKe metal detectorists, and a reSort on tKe 
site is sKortly to go to Sress.

TKe site is located on KigK ground 
aboYe tKe ÀoodSlain of a riYer wKicK 
would KaYe been naYigable in tKe 9iking 
Age. On one side of tKe site tKe ground 
droSs away abruStly towards tKe riYer, 
but on tKe otKer sides it was enclosed 
by a bank and ditcK of Srobable early 

medieYal date. TKis encloses an area 
of c. �� Kectares. TKe original KeigKt 
and widtK of tKe bank and ditcK is not 
comSletely certain, as tKe ground Kas 
been KeaYily disturbed by agriculture, 
and SerKaSs for tKe same reason no traces 
of any structures witKin tKe enclosure 
could be identified.

HoweYer, a large number of finds 
were recorded. TKese include eYidence of 
5oman actiYity on tKe site, but Yery little 
unambiguous eYidence of Sre�9iking 
Anglo�Sa[on occuSation. )ragments of 
Sottery and numerous e[amSles of tKe 
�tK�century 1ortKumbrian coSSer alloy 
coins known as stycas may represent 
Sre�9iking occuSation, or may KaYe been 
brougKt tKere by tKe 9ikings tKemselYes. 
TKere is also a small amount of eYidence 
for continued use �but not e[tensiYe 

H illes går den, Sweden ( advertis ement)
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occuSation� of tKe site in tKe Sost�9iking 
Seriod, but tKe bulk of tKe finds relate to 
9iking actiYity in tKe late �tK century. 

TKese include weaSons, but also a 
Yariety of obMects relating to e[cKange, 
including Anglo�Sa[on and ,slamic 
coins, weigKts and balance Sarts, Kack�
silYer and Kack�gold, all of wKicK are 
tySical of tKe mi[ed bullion economy 
of tKe 9ikings around tKe time of tKe 
9iking settlement of 1ortKumbria in ���. 
TKere are also metal droSlets and otKer 
waste relating to metal�working, and 
a number of decoratiYe straS�ends for 
belts, some of wKicK aSSear not to KaYe 
been finisKed, suggesting manufacture 
on site. OtKer finds include loom weigKts 
and fisKing weigKts, indicating a Yariety 
of eYeryday actiYities, including te[tile 
working wKicK would normally be done 
by women.

0ost of tKe coins are of tySes current 
during tKe Seriod of tKe 9iking conTuests 
of tKe ���s and ���s, but tKe latest in 
tKe grouS is of a tySe issued from ����� 
in tKe kingdom of 0ercia �between tKe 
TKames and tKe Humber�. TKe otKer 
finds are not so closely dateable, but 
are consistent witK tKis date. TKe date 
is interesting, because we know from 
Kistorical sources tKat tKe µgreat army¶ 
wKicK Kad arriYed in England in ��� and 
successiYely conTuered 1ortKumbria, 
East Anglia and Sart of 0ercia, diYided 
in ���, witK one Sart moYing nortK to 
1ortKumbria, and settling Sermanently 
in ���. TKe finds also sKow strong 
similarities witK tKose from Torkey in 
LincolnsKire, Kistorically documented 
as tKe winter camS of tKe µgreat army¶ 
in ��2��, and also inYestigated tKrougK 

a combination of metal detecting and 
arcKaeology. A similar smaller site Kas 
also been inYestigated at :oodstown, 
near :aterford in ,reland, altKougK tKe 
:oodstown site is Srobably a few years 
earlier.

:Kat is interesting about tKese sites is 
botK tKe si]e and tKe range of actiYities. 
TKe 9ikings came from a largely rural 
background, but tKeir settlements in 
England and ,reland are marked by tKe 
deYeloSment of towns sucK as <ork, 
'ublin and Lincoln. CamSs like A5S1< 
and Torksey, wKicK are mucK larger 
tKan any contemSorary settlement in 
ScandinaYia, seem to be tKe missing link 
tKat made tKe deYeloSment of sucK towns 
Sossible.

Dr Gareth Williams is Curator of Early 
Medieval Coins at the British Museum 
in London and has published a number 
of books on money and medals. He was 
interviewed in the CoScan Magazine 2014/1 
(pp 20 – 22) about the Viking exhibition at 
the British Museum.
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Reading the runes

:KereYer you driYe around tKe 
countryside in tKe soutKern Kalf of 
Sweden you are neYer far from a rune 
stone.  :e KaYe oYer tKree tKousand runic 
inscriStions in Sweden. TKey are also 
found in tKe otKer *ermanic, esSecially 

by Brita Green

ScandinaYian, countries, tKougK not in 
sucK large numbers.

:Ken runes first began to be used, 
tKey were regarded as a gift from tKe 
gods, Sossessing magical Sowers. TKe 
word µrune¶ Kas retained sometKing of 
tKat meaning to tKis day, but tKeir main 
use was as letters for writing messages. 

TKe oldest runic inscriStions KaYe 
been dated to tKe �rd century A', and it 
is belieYed tKat it was around tKat time 
tKat *ermanic tribes began to use tKis 
writing system based on SoutK EuroSean 
alSKabets. TKe Yast maMority of tKe 
SwedisK inscriStions stem from ����
�2�� A', tKe 9iking age. 0ost use tKe 
���cKaracter µ<ounger Fuþark¶ alSKabet 
�named after tKe first si[ runes� and are 
mostly memorial stones to SeoSle wKo 
KaYe died or done sometKing notewortKy 
like building a bridge or a road. 
,nscriStions of tKe alSKabet itself can be 
found in seYeral Slaces, always witK tKe 
runes in tKe same order and diYided into 
tKree grouSs �see aboYe�. 

TKe rune�stone witK tKe longest 
inscriStion is tKe one in 5|k in 
gsterg|tland. TKe wKole stone �2ò m 
tall aboYe ground� is coYered witK runes, 
using botK ��� and 2��rune Fuþarks, 
some of tKem encrySted ² tKus adding to 
tKe mystery. TKe large crosses at tKe toS 
are not actual runes but coded messages� 
tKe sKort lines attacKed to tKe longer 
crossed lines indicate a certain Sosition in 
tKe alSKabet, e.g. tKe second rune in tKe 

Nu mb er of Viking-age ru nes tones / s q u are mile 
per mu nicipality in Sweden.
SYeriges 1ationalatlas, S. ��, 3ublic 'omain
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The R ök  Stone, 9t h centu ry

and  Kow it makes it Sossible for us to 
commemorate tKose wKo KaYe died. 

1ot surSrisingly, most of tKe 
inscriStions tKat KaYe surYiYed are on 
stones, eYen tKougK tKe angular sKaSe 
of tKe runes indicate tKat tKey were also, 

tKird grouS �reading rigKt to left��. Code�
breakers KaYe interSreted one seTuence 
to mean µAt tKe age of ��, Sibbe from 9i 
begat¶ �a son, most Srobably�.

E[Serts used to claim tKat tKe 5|k 
stone gaYe accounts of long�forgotten 
acts of Keroism, but according to a recent 
interSretation by 3rofessor 3er Holmberg, 
*otKenburg �2����, tKe message consists 
of riddles concerning writing itself 

Srobably mostly, carYed on wood. ,n 
fact, in tKe ����s about seYen Kundred 
inscriStions on Sieces of wood were found 
in %ergen in 1orway. TKey are from tKe 
��tK century and are Yery clear eYidence 
tKat tKe runes, like any alSKabet, were 
used for Sractical eYeryday SurSoses. 
0any are Must nametags etc., but tKere 
are also some interesting Sersonal notes� 
µTKere is no beer Kere, and no fisK eitKer...¶ 
µSend me some gloYes¶, and a Sassionate 
confession� µ, loYe tKat man¶s woman so 
mucK tKat fire seems cold to me¶.

To read a rune inscriStion you need 
a knowledge of tKe alSKabet and its 
conYentions ² for e[amSle, a rune 
was sometimes not reSeated if two 
adMoining words ended and began witK 
tKe same sound. TKe Fuþark also Kad 
its limitations ² tKere were not enougK 
runes for all tKe sounds of tKe language, 
so tKe T�rune, for e[amSle, stood for botK 
T and ' and tKe ,�rune for , or E or -. <ou 
also of course need to know sometKing 
about tKe language, its Yocabulary and 
grammatical forms. HoweYer, eYen witK 
no knowledge at all of Old SwedisK, it is 
not difficult to learn to recognise some 
standard SKrases in tKe inscriStions and 
get tKe gist of a message. 0any of tKe 
commonly used words are Yery similar to 
EnglisK. TKe usual formula is µ; raised 
tKe stone in memory of <, Kis�Ker�tKeir�
daugKter� motKer�sister, �fatKer�brotKer�
son¶. And once CKristianity Kad begun 
to be establisKed, a common conclusion 
to an inscriStion was µ*od KelS Kis 
soul¶. So, let us look at a �transliterated 
and normalised� inscriStion �Husby�
SMuKundra, 8SSland��
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DiarfR  ok O rök ia ok Vigi ok 
Iogæ iR R  ok Gæ iR hialmR , þ æ iR  b röðr  
alliR  letu  ræ is a s tæ in þ enna æ ftir 
Svæ in, b roþ u r s inn. SaR  varð dau ðr  a 
Iu tlandi;  hann s ku ldi fara til Inglands . 
Gu ð hialpi hans  and ok s alu  ok Gu ð s  
moði R  b æ tr þ an hann gæ rði  til

,t is easy to locate µlet raise stone¶   
µKad tKe stone raised¶, and wKat comes 
before tKat SKrase must be tKe name of 
tKe Serson wKo raised tKe stone. ,n tKis 
case it is no fewer tKan fiYe brotKers, all 
named and Moined by µok¶   µand¶. TKe 
SreSosition µafter¶ is often used to mean 
µin memory of¶, so we see tKat tKey KaYe 
Sut tKe stone uS for tKeir brotKer SYen. 
,n tKe second sentence, wKere -utland 
and England can be recognised, we 
learn tKat SYen µbecame dead¶ in -utland 
wKen Ke was on Kis way to England. TKe 
inscriStion is tKen rounded off witK µ0ay 
*od KelS Kis sSirit and soul, and *od¶s 
motKer¶ ² witK tKe modest �or sarcastic"� 
addition µbetter tKan Ke deserYed¶. 

Alongside tKe Latin alSKabet tKat came 
witK tKe sSread of CKristianity, runes 
continued to be used by tKe common 
SeoSle, for e[amSle for Sutting owner¶s 
or maker¶s names on wooden obMects. 
TKey were Sarticularly long�liYed in 
Sweden. TKe �SerSetual� rune calendars 
too were in use well into tKe ��tK century 
wKen tKe introduction of tKe *regorian 
calendar �in ����� and tKe aYailability of 
Srinted calendars eYentually made tKem 
obsolete.

O ne s ide of the H u s b y-Sj u hu ndra
s tone, c. 1000 AD
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English soldiers’  burial grounds in Scandinavia 1 : 
Tak for din hjælp 
Allied airmen’s WW2 memorials in southern Denmark
by S. A. J. Bradley

A maMor target for Allied bombers at tKe 
latter end of tKe Second :orld :ar was 
tKe nortK *erman city of 5ostock witK 
its aircraft�manufacturing facilities and 
its %altic sKiSyard. TKe route to 5ostock 
from Allied bomber stations in nortK�east 
England took tKe 5A)¶s Lancaster and 
Halifa[ bombers ² laden witK mines 
to be droSSed in tKe sKiSSing lanes 
suSSlying 5ostock ² oYer tKe island 
of Als and islands of tKe SoutK )yn 
arcKiSelago. 

)lying low in tKe KoSe of aYoiding 
*erman radar, tKese bombers neYertKeless 
Ka]arded being interceSted by *erman 
nigKt�figKters and brougKt down well 
before tKey reacKed tKeir targets. TKus, 
tragically, Als became one of 'enmark¶s 
crasK�sites ² and in many cases tKe final 
resting Slace ² of some of tKe ���� 
airmen wKo Àew from EnglisK airfields 
on fatal missions against *ermany.

On 2� ASril ����, at 2�.�� Krs, a 
Halifa[ bomber �LL 2��� witK its crew 
of seYen took off from ElYington airfield, 
outside <ork, on a nigKt mission to lay 
mines off 5ostock. Two and a Kalf Kours 
later, now aboYe SoutK -utland, it was 
detected by *erman radar and attacked 
by a *erman 0esserscKmitt figKter�
Slane. TKe Halifa[ caugKt fire, and tKe 
Silot eYidently attemSted a crasK�landing 
in fields near .arlsminde on tKe island of 

Als, but Kis aircraft oYersKot and Slunged 
into tKe winter�cold sea a couSle of 
Kundred metres offsKore. TKere it sank.

TKe *erman military autKorities 
were of course ]ealous in getting to 
crasKed aircraft as raSidly as Sossible, 
aKead of local symSatKisers, to salYage 
information of any kind from tKe aircraft, 
its eTuiSment and its documentation, to 
arrest surYiYors and to take cKarge of any 
dead. %ut it would sometimes KaSSen 
tKat local SeoSle got to tKe stricken 
aircraft first ² for sometimes surYiYors 
could be smuggled into Kiding and secret 
information remoYed or destroyed.
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A local fisKerman saw tKe Slane come 
down and at once went out in Kis boat 
to look for surYiYors. ,n tKe darkness Ke 
Keard one Yoice sKouting for KelS and 
managed to locate and drag from tKe 
water tKe rear gunner, Sergeant 'ouglas 
Harris. Tragically, tKe rest of tKe crew 
SerisKed. Local men set out to take tKe 
surYiYor to tKe KosSital in S¡nderborg, 
some 2� km distant, but tKey were 
stoSSed on tKe road by *erman soldiers 
wKo arrested Harris as a Srisoner of war 
and subseTuently sent Kim to a Srison 
camS. He did, KoweYer, surYiYe tKe war 
and return to England. 

One source �website www.airmen.dk� 
records tKat on 2� 0ay tKe Silot¶s body 
was found in tKe water at tKe crasK site� 
and on �� 0ay tKe mid�uSSer gunner¶s 
body was found on nearby Himmark 
Strand, Als. %otK were buried in tKe 
cemetery in Aabenraa, -utland. ,n -une, 
tKe body of tKe naYigator and tKat of 
tKe wireless oSerator, KaYing drifted to 
different Soints on tKe coast of )yn, were 
retrieYed and taken for burial to Assens 
and )aaborg, resSectiYely. 

TKe body of tKe ÀigKt engineer was 
neYer found. 1eitKer, officially, was tKat 
of tKe bomb aimer� KoweYer, tKere were 
indications tKat an unidentified body 
wKicK drifted asKore near HaYnbMerg on 
tKe -utland coast nortK of Als was Kis. 
TKe body was taken to Aabenraa and 
buried tKere as an unidentified airman. 
His name aSSears, as does tKat of Kis 
ÀigKt engineer, on tKe great memorial at 
5unnymede wKicK records tKe names of 
airmen wKose burial Slaces are unknown.

,t is a Kumane instinct wKicK sees to 
it tKat tKese many graYes and memorials 

on and about Als are maintained and 
Konoured by local SeoSle. :Ken, in 
2���, a local Kistory society SroSosed 
witK tKe aid of tKe local sSort�diYing club 
to e[Slore and document tKe remains of 
tKe bomber LL 2��, sucK Srotest arose 
concerning tKe disturbance of a war�
graYe, albeit an underwater graYe, tKat 
tKe Slan was abandoned.

Avernakø c hu rchyard: ‘ Tak for din hjælp’ .

,n -une ���� ² in loYely summer 
weatKer, said tKe local newsSaSer ² 
tKe Sarents of airmen wKo, in 0ay 
����, died in anotKer 5A) bomber �tKe 
Lancaster bomber LL��� from ElsKam 
:olds in LincolnsKire wKicK crasKed 
in Àames into tKe sea some �� km east 
of Als� Yisited tKeir sons¶ graYes in tKe 
seYeral cKurcKyards nearest to wKere 
bodies were wasKed asKore. ,n one of 
tKese cKurcKyards, on tKe tiny island of 
AYernak¡ in tKe SoutK )yn arcKiSelago, 
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aSart from tKe official 5A) stone marking 
a war�graYe, tKere is a small granite 
boulder inscribed witK tKe airman¶s name 
and tKe words Tak for din hjælp and 
Avernakø sogn satte dette minde �TKank 
you for your KelS� tKe SarisK of AYernak¡ 
Slaced tKis memorial�.

,n Kis address tKere on tKat occasion, 
tKe 'anisK Sastor said� µTKe Sarents 
Kere today gatKer as reSresentatiYes of 
all tKose near and dear to tKe boys in 
tKe crasKed aircraft. TKey KaYe now 
seen tKeir boys¶ resting Slaces in tKese 
beautiful graYes wKicK will be cared for 
by tKe SeoSle because we regard tKese 
boys as tKe liberators of our land. :e folk 
Kere on tKis island feel we KaYe a sKare in 
your grief.¶

Karls minde memorial s tone with trib u tes  laid at a commemoration ceremony 2010. 

TKe motKer of tKe dead airman 
reSlied� µ, tKank you witK my wKole Keart 
for wKat you KaYe done for my son. :e 
KaYe met witK sincerity and symSatKy, 
and , am Sroud to be tKe motKer of a 
boy wKo was Sart of tKe struggle for 
tKe liberty of tKis beautiful land. And 
, will return Kome to England KaSSy 
because , know tKat Ke rests witK you.¶  

3Kotos of ::2 memorials gratefully retrieYed 
from www.airmen.dk �an outstandingly well�
documented website coYering tKe ::2 air�war 
oYer 'enmark�.

TKanks to -oKn Larder, 5esearcK Officer, <orksKire 
Air 0useum, ElYington, <ork, for generous 
assistance.
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St Magnus of Orkney – 900th anniversary –
and an art project

According to tKe sagas, 0agnus 
Erlendsson was a �2tK century Earl of 
Orkney, wKo was e[ecuted after a feud 
witK Kis cousin, Earl Haakon. TKere 
were reSorts of miraculous Kealings and 
eYents near Kis burial Slace, and Ke was 
canonised. His relics are now in .irkwall 
CatKedral, wKicK bears Kis name.

0agnus was born sometime between 
���� and ���� and died sometime 
between ���� and ����, soon after Easter. 
Orkney Kas cKosen to celebrate Kis ���tK 
anniYersary tKis year �wKen Easter 
Sunday coincides witK 0agnus
 feast 
day�. TKe Srogramme started during tKe 
Easter weekend, wKen tKe first leg of µSt 
0agnus
 :ay¶ was oSened, tKe second 
leg at tKe end of 0ay. TKen follows an 
µ,nternational )estiYal¶ in -une, and µSt 
0agnus
 0aratKon¶ and tKe µ'iocese of 
Aberdeen 3ilgrimage¶ in -uly. 

St 0agnus Kas been tKe insSiration 
for seYeral modern works of art, e.g. 
tKe Orcadian writer *eorge 0ackay 
%rown
s noYel, Magnus ������, wKicK 
itself became tKe basis for 3eter 0a[well 
'aYies
 one�act oSera, The Martyrdom of 
St Magnus �first Serformed in �����.

,n connection witK tKe anniYersary, 
a sSecial SroMect is being undertaken 
by artist and stone�mason %eatrice 
Searle. ,nsSired by a stone witK carYed�
out footSrints sometimes known as µSt 
0agnus
 %oat¶, sKe is carYing Ker own 
footSrint stone, µTKe Orkney %oat¶, a 

Siece of tKe  same red 
sandstone tKat forms 
tKe µOld 0an of Hoy¶. 
On � -une sKe will be 
setting off from Orkney 
and taking tKe stone by 
boat on a Silgrimage 
Yia SKetland to 1orway, 
wKere sKe will Sull 
it on a µ0onowalker 
Wa n d e r a n h ä n g e r ¶ , 
attacKed to Ker waist, 
on a ��� km walk 
from Oslo to 1idaros 
CatKedral in TrondKeim. 
3eoSle ² camSaigners, 
Soliticians and tKe 
general Sublic ² will be 
inYited to walk witK Ker 
and to stand, barefoot, 
on tKe stone, making 
statements if tKey wisK. 
SKe will tKen return tKe 
stone to Orkney, wKere 
it will be installed in St 
0agnus
 CatKedral. 

:e are KoSing to be 
able to Srint %eatrice
s 
story of Ker Silgrimage 
in tKe ne[t issue. 

The ‘ L adykirk Stone’ or ‘ St M agnu s ’  B oat’ .

Statu e of St 
M agnu s  
in Nidaros  
Cathedral, 
Trondheim.

by Brita Green and Eva Robards
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Review by Louise Sø rensen

F rom the bookshelf

Lars 0uKl, The Seer �2��2�
�)irst SublisKed in 'anisK, Seeren fra 
Andalusien, 2��2�. 3ublisKed by :atkins 
0edia, 'ec 2��� �SaSerback�
,S%1� �������2���2�, �������������
 
Lars 0uKl was born in ���� in AarKus, 
'enmark. He was a successful musician 
and songwriter for �� years, enMoying 
recognition botK at Kome and abroad. ,n 
���� Ke fell seriously ill and four years 
later called time on Kis music career. Since 
steSSing away from tKe limeligKt, Ke Kas 
studied Taoist and %uddKist writings, 
mystics, occult scKools and Aramaic, tKe 
language tKat <esKua �-esus� is suSSosed 
to KaYe sSoken. Today 0uKl  writes books 
on mysticism, runs worksKoSs on Kealing 
and organises triSs to tKe 3yrenees wKere 
Ke first met tKe seer.

The Seer is a book about 0uKl¶s 
transition from musician to mysticist and 
is tKe first of tKree books tKat make uS 

tKe trilogy The O Manuscript. A film by 
tKe same name, based on 0uKl¶s footage 
caStured during time sSent witK tKe seer, 
was released in 2���.

8sing a non�linear narratiYe, 0uKl 
switcKes between a cKronological 
account of Kis Mourneys to tKe seer in 
)rance and Andalucia and ÀasKbacks to 
significant eYents in Kis life. TKese eYents 
KelS tKe reader understand 0uKl¶s state 
of mind and wKy Ke is now going tKrougK 
tKis life�cKanging Srocess. :e get tKe 
imSression tKat until Ke met tKe seer, 
0uKl was neYer Tuite Sresent in tKe now, 
and Ke talks about anotKer reality wKicK, 
since cKildKood, Kas made Kim feel 
disconnected from tKe world. He writes, 
µ)rom my tentK to my twelftK year, 
eacK eYening before , fell asleeS, , Kad 
some unfamiliar and Sainful kundalini 
e[Seriences, witK tKe result tKat , Kardly 
sleSt at all during tKis Seriod. Since , 
wasn¶t able to sKare tKese e[Seriences 
witK anyone , became more and more 
introYerted and unable to function¶. He 
adds tKat Ke tKougKt tKe intensity of life 
as a musician would cut Kim off from tKis 
unwelcome reality and end tKe loneliness, 
but it neYer Tuite KaSSened.

TKe book starts witK 0uKl falling 
seriously ill. 'esSite seeing a number of 
doctors, no one seems able to diagnose 
tKis mystery illness wKicK saSs all Kis 
energy and leaYes Kim in constant Sain. 
He describes it as µtKe year , fell into 
tKe dark nigKt of tKe soul¶, Kinting tKat 
tKis was a condition tKat affected Kim 
botK SKysically and SsycKologically. 
TKe attacks µmeant tKat tKe back of my 
neck Kurt like Kell, , felt nauseated, lost 
all energy and Kad to stay in bed for 

Language & culture



2�

Lone .�Klmann and Tine Harden, 
Ports of Call. 3ublisKed by Strandberg 
3ublisKing, 1oY 2���. 
,S%1 ��� ������2����2�

days on end. ,t was like being caugKt in 
a no�man¶s land between tKe conscious 
and unconscious, between being awake 
and asleeS, tKe feeling of iron¶. After 
tKree years¶ suffering, 0uKl Kas almost 
reacKed tKe Soint wKere Ke does not want 
to go on, but a cKance encounter Suts Kim 
in toucK witK tKe seer.

TKe seer is a mysterious figure wKo 
almost seems to Sossess suSernatural 
Sowers. 'uring Kis morning teleSKone 
consultations Ke sSeaks to SeoSle all oYer 
tKe world wKo need Kis KelS, and tKis is 
also Kow 0uKl finally reacKes Kim. After 
tKis brief conYersation, 0uKl already 
starts to feel better, and soon Ke is on Kis 
way to tKe soutK of )rance to meet tKe 
seer in Serson.

After a long train Mourney, 0uKl 
reacKes tKe mountain of 0onsegur. ,n 
tKe 0iddle Ages, tKe religious grouS 
known as tKe CatKars, crucially belieYed 
to KaYe Sossessed tKe Holy *rail, resided 
in tKis region before tKey surrendered to 
tKe ,nTuisition of tKe CatKolic CKurcK. 
According to 0uKl tKe reawakening 
Ke e[Seriences during Kis time witK 
tKe seer is like finding tKe *rail. He 
e[Slains, µTKe *rail is neitKer a secret, 
worldly treasure in tKe sKaSe of a cuS or 
a sSecific mortal woman, nor a Kidden, 
cKosen family somewKere in tKe world. 
TKe *rail is a state of Keart and mind� 
,t is a multidimensional consciousness 
accessible to all wKo are� to let go of 
time¶s cosy little crime mysteries� to get 
uS from tKe soft coucK of comfort� to find 
tKe courage to set out on tKe Tuest for tKe 
*rail and to take tKe Tuantum leaS most 
SeoSle only dare dream about¶. 3art of 
0uKl¶s Tuest is to serYe an aSSrenticesKiS 

witK tKe seer in )rance and SSain, and 
during tKeir time togetKer 0uKl comes to 
terms witK tKe demons of Kis Sast and tKe 
new direction Kis life is going in. 

-ournalist and autKor Lone .�Klmann 
and award�winning SKotograSKer Tine 
Harden KaYe Yisited tKe 'anisK seamen¶s 
cKurcKes near some of tKe busiest 
Karbours in tKe world. TKeir Mourney Kas 
resulted in a book of eYocatiYe Sictures 
and YiYid stories from tKe nine cities 
wKere tKe seamen¶s cKurcKes are still 
reSresented.

0any KaYe Sredicted tKe demise of 
tKe seamen¶s cKurcKes since sKiSSing is 
increasingly effectiYe and sKiSs only dock 
for sKort Seriods of time, but 3orts of Call 
sKows tKat tKe cKurcKes are still aliYe 
and well, and still Serform an imSortant 
function for 'anes abroad.
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9igdis HMortK, A House in Norway
Translated by CKarlotte %arslund
3ublisKed by 1orYik 3ress, )eb 2���
,S%1  ������������� 

A House in 1orway tells tKe story of 
Alma, a diYorced te[tile artist wKo makes 
a liYing from weaYing banners for trade 
unions and marcKing bands. SKe liYes 
alone in an old Yilla, and rents out an 
aSartment in Ker Kouse to suSSlement 
Ker income. SKe is oYerMoyed to be giYen 
a more creatiYe assignment, to design 
a taSestry for an e[Kibition to celebrate 
tKe centenary of women¶s suffrage 
in 1orway, but soon finds tKat it is a 
mucK more daunting task tKan sKe Kad 
anticiSated.

9igdis HMortK �born ����� is a 
1orwegian noYelist wKose work Kas 
been recognised witK many Sri]es. SKe 
writes about tKe dilemmas of liYing in 
modern society� Ker cKaracters struggle 
to come to terms witK a raSidly cKanging 
world and to find a meaningful way to 
integrate witK otKers and realise tKeir 
own Sotential.

1ils 0atKisrud, Air Transport Between 
Britain and Sweden During WWII. 
3ublisKed by 003 %ooks, 'ec 2���
,S%1 ��� ��������2�����

TKe *erman assault on 'enmark and 
1orway in ASril ���� effectiYely cut 
off all surface communications between 
neutral Sweden and tKe :estern Allies. 
'iSlomats and 9,3s still needed to traYel 
to and from Sweden and e[Sorts and 
imSorts of KigKly Yaluable goods needed 
to be maintained. To gain suSSort for tKe 
war against an all�conTuering *ermany, 
it was also imSortant to giYe tKe SwedisK 
Sublic tKe oSSortunity to read %ritisK 
newsSaSers and maga]ines. TKe only 
realistic way to maintain tKese links 
between Sweden and %ritain was by air, 
and a ciYilian serYice was immediately 
establisKed by %ritisK OYerseas Airways 
CorSoration �%OAC�. TKis book coYers 
tKe Kistory of tKe ÀigKts and tKe aircraft 
used. ,t also Kas details of tKe markings 
and colour scKemes tKrougKout tKe war, 
illustrated witK many rare wartime SKotos 
and colour Srofiles by tKe autKor of all tKe 
aircraft tySes.
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CoScan T rust F und 
2017 report by Brita Green

TKe Trust )und sub�committee ² Tony 
%ray, -oKn CKristmas and myself ² met 
in <ork on �� ASril. AlfKild :ellborne 
Kad told us tKat sKe wanted to steS down, 
and we tKank Ker for Ker work oYer tKe 
years. :e decided tKat tKe tKree of us are 
KaSSy to carry on doing tKe Mob,  witK 
Tony now bearing tKe brunt of tKe work, 
wKicK is mucK aSSreciated.  

<ou can see some of tKe 2��� reSorts, 
including tKe Sri]e�winning one, in tKis 
issue of tKe maga]ine, along witK seYeral 
SKotos. TKe coYer Sicture was taken by 
tKis year¶s SKoto Sri]e�winner. OtKer 
reSorts and Sictures from last year will 
follow in tKe winter issue. 

:e Kad almost �2���  in tKe kitty. 
:e are most grateful to all our donors, 
societies as well as indiYiduals ² and 
sSecial mention must be made of our 
regular montKly contributor, 0r SmitK.   
,t is good to find tKat some societies 
are also becoming regular donors, and 
we tKank <ork Anglo�ScandinaYian 
Society, 1orwegian ScottisK Association, 
HamSsKire Anglo�ScandinaYian Society, 
S.OL and tKe Anglo�ScandinaYian 
Society of 1ewcastle, as well as tKe 

CoScan E[ecutiYe Committee, for tKeir 
generous contributions.

TKere were twelYe aSSlications 
tKis year, eleYen of wKom will receiYe 
awards. TKree SeoSle are Slanning triSs 
to 1orway, one Serson is going  to eitKer 
1orway or Sweden, two definitely to 
Sweden, tKree to 'enmark and two to 
,celand. ActiYities are Yaried tKis year� 
four are going for medical or nursing 
electiYes, two are attending conferences 
�on arcKaeology and turbulence�, two 
are taking Sart in researcK SroMects �on 
midges and glacial dynamics�, one Serson 
is going as an intern to tKe :HO office in 
CoSenKagen, one is sailing a long�sKiS, 
and one is undertaking an e[citing art 
SroMect of Ker own. 

After reMecting one aSSlication �wKicK 
amounted to no more tKan an enTuiry�, we 
sSlit tKe aYailable money among eleYen 
aSSlicants, giYing eigKt SeoSle ���� eacK 
and tKree ���� eacK. ,f all offers are taken 
uS, it will leaYe us Must under �����, in 
line witK our usual Solicy. TKat will giYe 
us a start for ne[t year¶s awards ² but 
only a start. As usual, we aSSeal to you 
to KelS us build uS our kitty for ne[t year. 
TKe more we receiYe, tKe more generous 
we can be.

,f you would like to make a donation, you can download a form from our website, 
KttS���www.coscan.org.uk�traYel�award. AlternatiYely, Must droS Tony %ray a line 

�tony.bray@coscan.org.uk � and Ke will send you a form to fill in.
Or send a cKeTue made out to 
CoScan Trust )und
, directly to tKe Trust )und 

treasurer�
-oKn CKristmas, � Sutton )arm, Langton 5oad, 1orton, <O�� �38.

�3lease do 1OT send donations to tKe CoScan treasurer.�
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, sKould Srobably start by e[Slaining wKy 
,¶Ye been cKasing toS Sredators tKrougK 
tKe )innisK wilderness in tKe middle of 
winter. )or as long as , can remember ,¶Ye 
been fascinated by animals, Sarticularly 
large, carniYorous animals like wolYes 
and bears, and ,¶m comSletely set on a 
career in animal conserYation. To gain 
some Sractical e[Serience in tKis field, 
, sSent 1oYember and 'ecember 2��� 
in )inland, Yolunteering as a researcK 
intern on a large carniYore SroMect witK 
tKe organisation 'eeS .arelia. 

, got off to a rocky start, initially 
missing my ÀigKt, but after negotiating 
witK tKe airline manager, a sleeSless nigKt 
in Helsinki and a si[�Kour train Mourney, , 
finally arriYed at Lieksa train station. To 
my relief, 9ladimir %ologoY and Laetitia 
%ecker, tKe founders of tKe organisation, 
were waiting for me on tKe Slatform. 
After anotKer ���minute driYe, during 
wKicK it started to snow �a Sretty e[citing 
sigKt for a %rit�, , arriYed at my final 
destination ² a large, yellow scKool�
Kouse in tKe forest. , was introduced to 
my coKabiters ² tKree otKer interns, 
a cat wKo could Sass for an 0,� agent, 
Ke was so stealtKy in Kis attacks, and a 
<ugoslaYian mountain dog tKe si]e of a 
bear but witK tKe temSerament of a teddy 
bear. , was tKen informed tKat ,¶d be able 
to sKower twice a week from a bucket 
once tKe water Kad been Keated by tKe 

by Bethany Smith
Tracking wolves in Finland

CoScan Trust Fund 
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sauna. , was Sretty mortified at first but 
you Tuickly get used to it�

,t was soon 0onday and , was 
e[tremely e[cited to be starting work. 
µ:ork¶ meant driYing or walking set 
looSs in tKe study area looking for 
animal tracks. , tKerefore Kad Tuickly 
to learn Kow to identify tKe Srints of 
different animals� wolf �large, elongated 
Srints witK claw marks�� lyn[ �circular 
Srints witK or witKout claw marks� and 
wolYerine �large Srints witK fiYe toes�. 
:e found Srints of otKer animals too, 
sucK as moose, reindeer, mountain Kare, 
fo[ and Sine marten, but it was tKe 
Srints of tKe large Sredators tKat we were 
interested in. Once tracks were found 
we set about following tKem in botK 
directions, recording our location witK 
KandKeld *3S deYices, a Srocess called 
snow�tracking.

, sSent many days tracking a motKer 
lyn[ witK Ker two kittens and found 
seYeral mountain Kare remains along 
tKe way. , also found a Slace wKere a 
wolYerine Kad dug uS one of Kis buried 
kills. )rom tKe si]e of tKe Maw bone and 
tKe number of teetK, we concluded tKat 
tKe remains belonged to a small mustelid, 
Srobably a stoat. One day, we stoSSed 
tracking a wolYerine to resume tKe ne[t 
day, only to work out from tKe tracks tKat 
Kad we continued anotKer ���m tKe day 
before, we would KaYe come across tKe 
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wolYerine sleeSing� TKe animals , did 
manage to see were Sretty ama]ing� a red 
sTuirrel, Slenty of caSercaillie �rare in tKe 
8.�, a beautiful mountain Kare wKo was 
sneakily following in our tracks, and tKe 
last animal , e[Sected to find ± a baby 
adder� 

TKe KigKligKt of my wildlife watcKing, 
tKougK, Kas to be sSotting eagles and 
wolYes from a SKoto�Kide. A few weeks 
into my internsKiS it was my birtKday 
and , couldn¶t tKink of a better way 
to enter my 2�rd year tKan in a Kide in 
tKe middle of tKe wilderness. TKe Kide 
consisted of a bunk bed, fro]en barrel of 
water, camSing stoYe, Keater, dry toilet 
and a fantastic Yiew oYer a marsK wKere 
Sig carcasses were Slaced as bait. :Ken 
, woke in tKe morning , was greeted by 
tKe sigKt of seYeral golden and wKite�
tailed eagles, and sKortly afterwards tKree 

wolYes materialised out of tKe dusk Ka]e 
and began to feed on a carcass only ��m 
away from tKe Kide. , cannot Sut into 
words Kow ama]ing tKis e[Serience was� 

:Ken , wasn¶t tracking large Sredators 
or looking for wildlife, , sSent my time 
being attacked by tKe bosses¶ energetic 
cKildren, aYoiding being attacked by tKe 
cat, looking out for tKe aurora borealis 
�witK no luck� and Srocessing e[crements 
tKat , Kad collected. 3rocessing e[�
crements does indeed mean Sicking 
tKrougK wolf�lyn[ Soo to find bones, fur 
and Slant matter, wKicK is as gross as it 
sounds but also e[tremely interesting.

, was filmed by a )innisK reSorter one 
day, and sSent time at nearby 5uunaa 
1ational 3ark, wKicK is incredibly 
beautiful. , was really imSressed to see 
Slaces eYery few kilometres wKere wood 
and fire Sits were SroYided. TKe fire Sits 

Travel award reports



��

Young Shetlanders in Hammerfest

eYen Kad grills installed so , tKougKt 
it only rigKt to make a grilled cKeese 
sandwicK �see µcKeesy¶ SKoto to tKe left�.

, KoSe it¶s clear tKat , Kad an ama]ing 
time, but ,¶d like to finisK on a few lessons 
, learned tKat , feel tKe need to Sass on�

�� ,f you leaYe a motion�sensitiYe 
camera in tKe forest, you will record 
one Yideo of a wolf and tKe rest will be 
unÀattering, close�uS sKots of your face.

by Gordon Stove and Wendy Mackney-Mills
:e write to tKank CoScan on beKalf of 
%rae HigK ScKool, and esSecially tKe 
seYen SuSils and two staff wKo took Sart 
in tKe E5AS08S� funded e[cKange to 
1orway¶s )innmark region in 0ay. <our 
suSSort KelSed us greatly witK additional 
costs.

Our tKird ÀigKt on )riday � 0ay 
took us to tKe nortKern city of Alta. :e 
landed about midnigKt, and of course 
we Kad been warned it was not going 
to get dark, but it was still surSrising to 
see Must Kow mucK ligKt tKere was on 
our two�Kour Mourney nortK in tKe cars 
of tKe Kost families. 5eindeer�sSotting 
was a noYelty tKat soon wore off� 1ot 
only Kad tKe Kost families undertaken 
a four�Kour return Mourney to Sick uS 
tKeir young guests, tKeir commitment to 
ensuring tKat tKeir Yisitors Kad a SositiYe 
e[Serience and total immersion all week 
was outstanding.

Our Sartner scKool was tKe Hammerfest 
Videregående Skole, an uSSer secondary 
scKool of some ��� students ² more 
tKan double our si]e in %rae. TKey Kad 
Slanned a Srogramme of actiYities, but 

botK before and after, our SuSils were 
able to sSend some great time witK 
tKeir Kost families.  A few of tKem Kad a 
cKance to attend family eYents associated 
witK Confirmation, and eYen dress uS in 
national costume.

'uring tKe first afternoon, eacK grouS 
of e[cKange students from different 
countries Sresented information ��� 
to �� mins�, wKicK gaYe tKe otKers 
background about tKe traditions and 
transitions associated witK growing 
uS in tKeir Sarticular culture.  'riYing 
and otKer legal ages for consents, e[am 
timings, cultural eYents and tKe differing 
emSKasis Slaced by our SeriSKeral 
neigKbours on celebrations associated 
witK scKooling milestones were Tuite 
reYealing, and Tuite similar. *etting tKe 
µkey to tKe door¶ was noted as a big tKing 
in Sardinia, tKe year �� %all in LatYia, 
and tKe Russetid or Russ in 1orway was 
described as tKe end�of�term Sarty to end 
all Sarties� A series of icebreakers and an 
orienteering e[Sedition rounded off tKe 
Yery successful day.

2� 'on¶t disable your mobile SKone 
if it¶s �� km back to Kouse and you only 
KaYe � Kour and �� minutes before it¶s 
SitcK black.

�� ,f it¶s ���C your snot will free]e, 
if it¶s between ����C and ����C your 
Kair and eyelasKes will free]e, and if it¶s 
�2��C, don¶t go outside to look at tKe 
moon witKout a coat on�
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TKere were interesting actiYities eYery 
day. TKe CermaT salmon�Srocessing Slant 
gaYe SuSils tKe e[Serience of seeing oYer 
���,��� salmon being Srocessed from 
slaugKter to gutting to cleaning to icing 
to Sacking and distribution. E[treme 
biosecurity Srecautions for tKe SuSils 
were Yery e[citing ² full SolytKene 
boiler�suits, gloYes, Kairnets and double 
bagged boots were donned.

Energihuset  is  a SurSose�built 
educational centre built onto tKe Kydro�
electric Sower Slant for tKe town. ,t is 
well eTuiSSed to cater for educational 
actiYities. TKere was a Sractical session 
on oil e[traction, one on friction 
reduction in cars, and a Sresentation on 
Hydro Electricity and energy sources in 
our resSectiYe countries.

TKe Hammerfest museum also wel�

comed us. ,t is called tKe µ5econstruction¶ 
0useum because tKe focus is on tKe 
deYeloSment of tKe area after tKe 1a]is 
torcKed it in ����, suSSosedly to SreYent 
it falling into tKe Kands of tKe adYancing 
5ussians. A Yery sobering Sresentation 
of tKe eYents was well receiYed. 3uSils 
discoYered tKat many of tKeir Kosts¶ older 
relatiYes Kad Kad to take refuge in coastal 
caYes and remote islands oYer tKe Seriod.

An unforgettable day sSent at 
1ordkaSS took uS one wKole day. :e 
stoSSed off en�route at a traditional Sami 
Kouse.

:e were inYited by Statoil to tKe gas 
Slant situated on an island accessible 
only by subsea tunnel. TKis Yisit inYolYed 
mucK more tKan finding out about oil and 
gas Sroduction. )or e[amSle, tKe grouSs 
were taken tKrougK a scenario in wKicK 

In the Sami hou s e Mikelgamen, H ammerfes t
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tKe Slant suffered a gas leak and were 
sKown tKe metKods emSloyed to sKut tKe 
Slant down.

A grouS from tKe gaming comSany 
3CS �wKicK is Sart�based in Hammerfest� 
engaged tKe grouS witK a talk about tKe 
deYeloSment of tKeir new interactiYe 
µ)isKing tKe %arents Sea¶ game, wKicK is 
in tKe final stages of deYeloSment.

TKe closing ceremony for tKe wKole 
SroMect at scKool inYolYed music and 
sKort contributions from tKe mayor and 
Kead teacKer as well as students. TKe 
Kost Sarents attended and tKe catering 
deSartment Sulled out eYen more stoSs 
to SroYide a well�receiYed finger buffet. 
0any of tKe Kost students added to tKe 
e[cellent atmosSKere in tKe scKool by 
donning traditional dress for tKe eYening.

Our last day of Slanned actiYities took 
us to 1orway¶s fourtK largest island of 

S¡r¡ya. TKe suSerfast catamaran ferry 
left Hammerfest at Must after �� am. ,t 
acts like a Sassenger sKuttle oYer on 
tKe S¡r¡ya coast ² stoSSing at Yarious 
Soints wKere tKere are small Kamlets 
and settlements to droS Sassengers and 
freigKt. TKere are roads, but tKey only 
go from tKe Siers at tKe settlements to a 
few strung�out Kouses or Koliday Komes. 
Traditional fisK�drying rigs made for an 
interesting smell along tKe early Sart of 
tKe walk to tKe beacK some � km oYer tKe 
otKer side of tKe isle. :e also encountered 
1orway¶s only camels and a scKool of 
nine SuSils aged �±��� All in all, tKis 
was a great day to round off a brilliant 
week. Songs were sung at tKe grille and 
games Slayed on tKe sand, tKougK only 
tKe SKetlanders braYed a Saddle in tKe sea 
��� C�.

Fis h-cu ring at Akkerfj ord
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Learning to pronounce Eyjafjallajökull
by Hannah Ward

TKanks to tKe KelS and suSSort of CoScan, 
, Kad tKe oSSortunity to sSend my si[�
week medical electiYe in 5eykMaYtk, 
,celand, as a fantastic end to many years 
studying at medical scKool. 0y decision 
for cKoosing ,celand is based mainly on 
family ties witK tKe country, alongside 
earlier Sersonal e[Seriences Kere. ,celand 
is a beautiful country, witK eYerytKing 
you could Sossibly want, all in one tiny 
country.

, was based in one of tKe medical 
scKool buildings on tKe 8niYersity of 
,celand camSus, located witK mountains 
to one side, tKe 1ortK Atlantic to tKe 
otKer and tKe main centre of 5eykMaYtk 
Must a few minutes¶ walk away. :Kilst , 
sSent tKe week working in tKe KosSital 
genetics deSartment, learning about 
tKe different KealtKcare enYironment in 
,celand, and KelSing witK researcK into 
wKy certain women get Sre�eclamSsia, 
, Kad weekends �and SerKaSs a few 
afternoons�� off to e[Slore tKe beautiful 
country , Kad tKe Sleasure to call my 
Kome for si[ weeks.

,n Sarticular , was able to climb tKe 
nearby mountain known as 0ount EsMa.  
AltKougK only ���m KigK and considered 
a µKill¶ by most otKer ,celanders, tKe 
caSital residents are Yery defensiYe of 
tKeir mountain, and it was great to KaYe 
tKe cKance to climb it on a sunny day. ,t 
was my first real day out, and , managed 
to negotiate tKe city buses to get to tKe 
foot of tKe mountain. , Kad left Yery early, 
so tKe only otKer SeoSle around were a 

few runners, wKo Kad someKow managed 
to run uS and down tKe mountain before 
� am and gaYe me a few tiSs on getting 
to tKe toS. ,celand is getting more and 
more SoSular witK tourists but EsMa is one 
of tKe few Slaces still only Yentured uS 
by ,celanders, at least in tKe early Kours. 
TKere are no gates or fences, notKing to 
really sKow you tKe way, and definitely 
no roSes to KelS negotiate tKe trickier, 
ice�coYered sloSes� ,t was ,celand at its 
best, and for tKe last �� minutes , Konestly 
Kad no idea if , was Keading to tKe toS or 
Must round to a different mountain� TKe 
Yiews tKemselYes were breatKtaking and 
well wortK tKe two�Kour climb. , was 
tKe only Serson uS tKere, surrounded 
by snow and Must tKe wind �and it was 
Yery windy�� for noise. , KaYe climbed a 
few mountains in tKe 8. wKere tKere is 
always some sound, otKer SeoSle, birds, 
animals, but Kere tKere was notKing and 
it was incredible.

, did do some touristy tKings. , took 
a wKale�watcKing tour wKere , saw tKe 
Kuge, magnificent animals tKat sadly 
are still Kunted in ,celand. , went to 
*eysir and *ullfoss �wKicK, tKanks to 
my ,celandic lessons , now know are 
Sronounced comSletely differently� and 
saw tKe rift between tKe two continents. 
TKose triSs sKowed me Kow mucK ,celand 
is cKanging. So many SeoSle know of 
it now tKat more tourists tKan eYer are 
coming. ,celanders tKat , sSoke to Kad 
different oSinions on tKis, but , KoSe 
,celand remains tKe beautiful, untoucKed 
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country it is at tKe moment and neYer 
becomes a tourist traS of massiYe Kotels, 
roSed�off areas and decked�out Yiewing 
Slatforms.

And for me, coming to ,celand witK 
not mucK money meant , didn¶t follow 
tKe coacK loads of tourists. , took tKe local 
buses, KitcKKiked my way Kome witKout 
feeling at all worried, and got lifts witK 
tKe locals to Slaces wKere tKe buses 
and coacKes didn¶t go. , was sKown tKe 
local KigKligKts, tKe naturally carbonated 
sSring, tKe waterfall you could climb 
uS and tKrougK using a metal cKain and 
a broken bridge, tKe Yolcanoes tKat you 

can¶t get to witKout someone wKo knows 
wKat tKey are doing, and tKe ice caYes 
tKat only tKe locals know about.

%ut aboYe all, , felt like a true 
,celander. , went swimming eYery day 
after work for about ��S, swam in tKe 
1ortK Atlantic and sSent si[ Kours a week 
attemSting to learn ,celandic. So not only 
KaYe , seen Slaces , Kad neYer dreamed 
about, but , now know enougK to sSeak 
to tKe casKier in tKe sKoSs in ,celandic, 
understand �sligKtly� wKat ,celanders 
are saying to eacK otKer, and can finally 
Sronounce EyMafMallaM|kull�

H ors es  walking throu gh the canyon near Thór s mör k.
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Waterfalls and rainbows
by Kazim Ghafoor

On �� August, , embarked on a fiYe�week 
adYenture to ,celand. , Kad organised 
a medical Slacement at Landspítali 
HosSital, 5eykMaYtk, wKere , would be 
working in tKe Kaematology deSartment 
for a montK as Sart of my medical electiYe. 
, was beyond e[cited to be sSending sucK 
a significant Seriod of time in ,celand. 
As a landscaSe SKotograSKy entKusiast, 
,celand Kad been on my bucket list for 
many years. ,t felt surreal to finally KaYe 
tKe oSSortunity to tick it off tKat list. 

HaYing studied medicine in London 
for tKe Sast fiYe years, , was looking 
forward to oSerating witKin a different 
KealtKcare system, wKere ,¶d be able to 
reÀect on tKe similarities and differences 
to tKe 1ational HealtK SerYice in tKe 
8nited .ingdom. 0y time at Landspítali 
HosSital inYolYed me attending ward 
rounds on tKe Kaematology ward, 
multi�disciSlinary meetings to discuss 
treatment oStions for Satients and 
inYestigating tKe latest researcK in order 
to aid tKe management of some of tKe 
more comSlicated Kaematological cases. 

'uring my montK, , was able to see 
Satients witK a wide range of illnesses 
including lymSKomas, leukaemias and 
myelomas. TKere were seYeral cKallenges 
, faced during my time. , Kad no grasS 
of tKe ,celandic language and almost 
eYery interaction in tKe KosSital was in 
,celandic as oSSosed to EnglisK, meaning 
, Kad to use otKer staff members as 
translators. Additionally, as , was based 
in Kaematology, many of our Satients Kad 

been diagnosed witK different forms of 
cancer. ,t was difficult emotionally to see 
seYeral of our Satients lose tKeir battles 
witK cancer. 

'esSite tKe cKallenges, , Kad an 
ama]ing e[Serience at Landspítali, and 
tKere were many more uSbeat stories of 
Satients recoYering remarkably well from 
tKe rigorous treatments. Additionally, tKe 
KosSital was kitted out witK tKe latest 
eTuiSment and tecKnology, wKilst tKe 
wards were large and sSacious. ,t was 
great to obserYe eacK Satient receiYing 
KigK Tuality care from tKe KealtKcare 
team.

Outside of tKe KosSital week, my 
weekends were sSent e[Sloring tKe 
stunning landscaSes tKat ,celand Kad to 
offer. , witnessed more waterfalls and 
rainbows during my ,celandic stay tKan 
in my SreYious 2� years on tKis Slanet� 
3articular KigKligKts included driYing 
fiYe Kours solely to see one waterfall 
called 'ynMandi �it was definitely wortK 
it��, as well as e[Sloring tKe deStKs 
of Landmannalaugar in tKe ,celandic 
KigKlands. 1eYer KaYe , e[Serienced tKat 
scale of mountains sSlattered witK tKe 
most intense colours. EYery Yiew felt like 
a Sainting. 'uring my ,celandic Mourney, , 
was fortunate to make some great friends 
along tKe way and be able to sKare my 
e[Seriences and adYentures witK tKem.

'uring my last week in ,celand, , 
decided, ratKer sSontaneously, to Yisit 
tKe )aroe ,slands. Situated only an Kour¶s 
ÀigKt away, , felt tKat it¶d be great to 
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make tKe most of my final week before 
returning to London, by e[Sloring tKe 
)aroes. AltKougK so close to ,celand, tKe 
islands Kad a distinctiYely different feel 
but were eTually stunning.

,¶d like to tKank CoScan for my 
traYel grant. TKeir generosity was 
greatly aSSreciated and was a Kuge 
KelS in ensuring , made tKe most of tKis 
incredible adYenture.

Saks u n, Faroe Is lands
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Member Societies 2017
 
Anglo-Danis h Society ± info@anglo�danisKsociety.org.uk ± 
www.anglo�danisKsociety.org.uk
Anglo-Finnis h Society ± Saulus.tKomson@btinternet.com ±  
www.anglofinnisKsociety.org.uk
Anglo-Nors e Society ± secretariat@anglo�norse.org.uk. ± www.anglo�norse.org.uk
Anglo-Nors e Society in O s lo ± mail.anglonorse@gmail.com ±  
www.anglonorseoslo.com
Anglo-Scandinavian Society of Newcas tle ± ingelise�2uk@ntlworld.com ± 
www.newcastleangloscan.org
Anglo-Swedis h Society ± info@angloswedisKsociety.org.uk ±  
www.angloswedisKsociety.org.uk
Danis h Chu rch in L ondon ± kirke@danskekirke.org ± www.danskekirke.org
Danis h Seamen’ s  Chu rch in H u ll ± Kull@dsuk.dk ± www.danisKcKurcKKull.co.uk
Danis h Y WCA, L ondon ± Salle@kfuk.co.uk ± www.kfuk.co.uk
Devon &  Somers et Anglo Scandinavian Society ± dawnwattsdk@yaKoo.co.uk ±  
www.angloscan.org.uk
Finn-Gu ild ± mail@finn�guild.org ± www.finn�guild.org
Finnis h Chu rch in L ondon ± lontoo@merimieskirkko.fi ± 
www.finnisKcKurcK.org.uk
Grieg Society U K ± griegsocietygb@gmail.com ± www.griegsociety.co.uk
H amps hire Anglo-Scandinavian Society ( H ASS)   ± Yibeke.sS@btinternet.com ±  
www.Kass.org.uk
H ertfords hire Anglo-Scandinavian Society ± info@KertsscandinaYian.co.uk ± 
www.KertsscandinaYian.co.uk
M anches ter Swedis h L angu age M eetu p Grou p ± tony@tKebrays.org.uk ±  
www.meetuS.com�0ancKester�SwedisK�Language�0eetuS�*rouS
Nordic H orizons  ± nordicKori]ons@Kotmail.co.uk ± www.nordicKori]ons.org
Nordic Studies Centre, University of Sheffield ± nordic�studies@sKeffield.ac.uk ±  
www.sKeffield.ac.uk�nordic�studies
Northants  Anglo-Scandinavian Society ± manMaronne@btinternet.com ±  
www.facebook.com�1ortKants�Anglo�ScandinaYian�Society���������2���2��
Norwegian Chu rch in L ondon ± london@sMomannskirken.no ±  
www.sMomannskirken.no�london
Norwegian Scottis h As s ociation ± secretary@norwegian�scottisK.com ± 
www.norwegian�scottisK.org.uk 
O rkney Norway Friends hip As s ociation ± Mames@balaycot.Slus.com  ±  
www.orkneycommunities.co.uk�onfa
Scandinavian Klu b b  of L incolns hire ( SKO L )  ± derekmisse@mySostoffice 
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Scottis h Norwegian Society ( Glas gow)  ± anny.carcKrie@ntlworld.com ±  
www.norwegiansocietyglasgow.co.uk
Swedis h Chu rch in L ondon ± london@sYenskakyrkan.se ±  
www.sYenskakyrkan.se�london
U K Sib eliu s  Society ± ainola@blueyonder.co.uk ± www.sibeliussociety.info 
Viking Society for Northern R es earch ± Ysnr@ucl.ac.uk ± www.Ysnr.org
Wels h-Norwegian Society ± alanbK@btinternet.com ± www.welsKnorwegian.org 
Y ork Anglo-Scandinavian Society ( Y ASS)  ± yasssecretary@gmail.com ± 
www.yorkangloscan.org.uk

CoScan Executive Committee
Pres ident: 0ark Elliott, C0*, :KeelwrigKt Cottage, HigK Lorton, CockermoutK, 
Cumbria CA�� �84, Sresident@coscan.org.uk
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Scandinavian Embassies in the UK –  
press, culture and information

 
Denmark: Lone Britt Christensen, Cultural Attaché, 55 Sloane Street,  
London SW1X 9SR, Tel: +44(0)20 7333 0200, lonamb@um.dk, www.denmark.org.uk

Finland: Pirjo Pellinen, Special Adviser, Culture and Public Diplomacy, 
38 Chesham Place, London SW1X 8HW, Tel: +44(0)20 7838 6200, 
sanomat.lon@formin.fi, www.finemb.org.uk

Iceland: Eyrún Hafsteinsdottir, Cultural and Trade Officer, 2A Hans Street, London 
SW1X 0JE, Tel: +44(0)20 7259 3999, eyrun.hafsteinsdottir@utn.stjr.is (or eyrun@mfa.is), 
www.iceland.is/uk

Norway: Sigrid Anna Oddsen, Counsellor, Political and Economic Section and 
Head of Culture and Communication, 25 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8QD, 
Tel: +44(0)20 7591 5500, emb.london@mfa.no, www.norway.org.uk

Sweden: Ellen Wettmark, Counsellor Cultural Affairs, 11 Montagu Place, 
London W1H 2AL, Tel: +44(0)20 7917 6400, ambassaden.london@gov.se, 
www.swedenabroad.com/london

CoScan Patrons 

The Ambassadors of 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden

 



If you are not already a member: 
join CoScan!

 
We do not receive funding from any government source

so membership fees constitute our main income. 

For information about individual and society membership, 
see our website 

www.coscan.org.uk
 

 
CoScan Travel Award - Prize Winning Photographer 2016:

Vík, Iceland

Kazim Ghafoor
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