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The Nordic Optical Telescope (NOT) is an 
astronomical telescope located at Roque de los 
Muchachos Observatory, La Palma in the Canary 
Islands. The telescope saw first light in 1988, and 
was officially inaugurated during September 1989. 
Regular observing started in 1990. It is funded by 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland, and (since 
1997) Iceland. Access is provided directly to 
astronomers of the funding countries, and of all 
nationalities through international time allocation 
committees. 

The NOT was the first major telescope facility 
designed to use active optics to correct the shape 
of a thin, lightweight primary mirror supported on 
actuators (a type of motor that is responsible for 
moving or controlling a mechanism or system). 

(adapted from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nordic_Optical_Telescope) 
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